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Nick Lowles on the BNP’s current problems in the North West 
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Shut down Redwatch 

As part of our campaign to get the Redwatch 
website closed down, Searchlighthas _ 

produced postcards which we urge readers to 


send to the Metropolitan Police, who now 
have the Redwatch file. : 


To obtain postcards please phone 
Searchlight on: 020 76818660 or email 
editors@searchlight magazine.com 
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10 Halting the rise of the BNP Nick Lowles argues that the 
reassertion of our ideals over theirs is crucial to defeating the BNP 








14 Labour's timidity is giving fuel to the racists Nick 
Lowles examines the contradictions in Labour's immigration 
policy and considers what needs to be done now 





17 What can Searchlight do for you? How we can help your 
own campaign against the BNP 





21 News from the sewer Matthew Collins on the strange 
antics of some in the BNP 





26 Book review Alfio Bernabei reviews a book that examines 
Britain’s shameful wartime treatment of Italian antifascists 
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32 Sweden German style splits Swedish nazis, by Mikael 
Ekman and Daniel Olsson 





33 Netherlands Dutch right unprepared for elections, by 
Jeroen Bosch 





34 Stateside Five years after 9-11 the war against terror falters, 
by Leonard Zeskind 





Promoting OUR values 

These have been difficult times to be an anti- 
racist. As slightly over 2,000 BNP supporters 
gathered for their annual Red, White, Blue 
festival, hardly a day has gone by without some 
lurid headline against immigration, Islamic 
terrorism or the failings of multiculturalism. 

The government, always seemingly on the 
defensive over race, responded by calling for an 
honest debate over immigration and a commission 
to investigate the lack of integration in our society. 
But there is little prospect that either will deliver any 
tangible results. John Reid, the Home Secretary, 
made his position perfectly clear that there were 
simply too many immigrants in the country — so 
much for an honest debate. Ruth Kelly, 
the Communities Secretary, announced the 
commission but restricted its remit to exclude issues 
such as faith schools and British foreign policy. 

We are living in a dangerous world where 
extremism is growing in every quarter. 
As increasing numbers of young Muslims are 
becoming alienated from our society so support 
for the BNP is rising. As Britain polarises, the 
politicians fiddle. 

Understanding this growing alienation requires 
an honest debate, however uncomfortable the 
findings. This is equally relevant to our own 
movement. Some things we do or say might be 
unhelpful, if this is the case then so be it. 

There are no easy or quick solutions but there 
are immediate things we can do. The first is to 
champion immigration and multiculturalism and 
talk up the benefits many take for granted. 
The next is to reassert what we stand for. After all, 
politics is about ideas and promoting one’s ideas 
rather than simply dismissing others is always 
more likely to be effective. 

In our battle against the BNP we need to 
reassert our values — freedom, tolerance, equality, 
fairness, community — and translate them into a 
form that is easily understood. In this way we can 
more easily expose the totalitarianism and racism 
of the BNP. 

For the government a genuine change of tack is 
needed. There is little point in having a “debate” if 
certain issues, many glaringly obvious, are kept off 
the table or you have already decided the outcome. 

The forces of reaction are gathering, encroaching 
and poisoning our society on an almost daily basis. 
We must act now, before it is too late, to champion 
the society that we want to live in. 


The Searchlight Extra 

This month sees the launch of the Searchlight 
Extra, a full-colour supplement that offers a more 
detailed insight into a topic of interest. The Ex¢ra 
will be published four times a year but will only be 
available to UK Searchlight subscribers. So, if you 
are in the UK and have not received an Extra you 
should fill in the standing order form at the back of 
this magazine. ~~ 

















It’s time to get Watty! 


British nazi admits to running Redwatch 


By Nick Lowles 


veteran British nazi has publicly 

admitted to being behind the 

pernicious Redwatch website. 

Kevin Watmough, from West 
Yorkshire, made the claim in June on a 
nazi bulletin board. While Watmough’s 
role has long been known to 
Searchlight, this is the first time he 
has publicly confirmed his involvement 
in writing. 

Redwatch, which was launched in 
2001, lists names, addresses and 
personal details of anti-racists, anti- 
fascists and others who oppose nazism. 
It originated from a tatty newssheet 
under the same name that was produced 
by the nazi terror group Combat 18 in 
the early 1990s. 

Photographs and details of hundreds 
of people have been posted on the 
website, many supplied by BNP 
organisers and activists as a way of 
intimidating and scaring off their 
political opponents. 

Some have had threatening phone 
calls and abusive letters as a result. 
Others have been attacked. 

Only this summer Alec McFadden, 
president of Merseyside Trades 
Council, was attacked on his doorstep 
by a man wielding a knife. Despite 
being slashed repeatedly across his face, 
McFadden managed to close his front 
door on his attacker, an act both he and 
the police acknowledge probably saved 
his life. 

McFadden has subsequently received 
a letter threatening his family if the 
Redwatch site is closed down. 


Admission 

Watmough’s admission came during 
yet another internal dispute within 
Britain’s lunatic right. Worried about 
the growing pressure being put on the 
authorities to take action against 
Redwatch, some of Watmough’s col- 
leagues in the British People’s Party 
began distancing themselves from him 
and the website for fear of becoming 
embroiled in any prosecution. 


This infuriated Watmough, who has 


been at the forefront of violent nazism 
since the early 1980s (see page 6). 

“It seems that most of the people who 
have left the BPP so far are more 
concerned with the fact that ZOG 
[Zionist Occupation Government — the 
nazi claim that the government is run 
by Jews] may decide to come down hard 
on them personally if the powers-that- 
be decide to take action against 
Redwatch if it’s linked with the BPP 
rather than any real concern about links 
to National Socialist sites such as SS 
Regalia,” wrote Watmough. 

“Everyone has known in Nationalist 
circles and beyond that since 1998, 
I have been the creator and webmaster 
of the C18 website and, from 2001, 
the Redwatch site and Aryan Unity. 
I was also webmaster of the WNP site. 
There is currently a warrant out for my 
arrest in Germany for articles I have 
written on the B&H site and Redwatch 
has been the subject of various debates 
in both houses of parliament recently. 
Am I bothered?” 

Evidently not. And why should he be. 
His role behind Redwatch, and other 
openly nazi and racist websites, has 
been well known within nazi circles for 





many years yet he has continued to 
operate with impunity. 

Complaints have been made to the 
police, the Home Office and on the floor 
of Parliament but absolutely nothing has 
been done. Two years ago the Home 
Office claimed that there was nothing 
the British authorities could do because 
the sites were hosted in the US and so 
were not only outside British jurisdiction 
but even allowed under the First 
Amendment of the US Constitution 
which protects freedom of speech. 

Searchlight never fell for this total 
nonsense. Yes, the site was hosted by 
servers in the United States but the 
material and the people behind the site 
came from Britain. The crimes were 
committed here. 

It is also debatable whether the US 
Constitution would protect such sites. 
Lawyers in the US confirm that there is 
no freedom to intimidate, harass and 
commit violence against individuals. 

The other excuse for inaction was 
that these sites did not in themselves 
break any laws — they were after 
all simply lists of leftwing activists. 
One wonders whether the same 
argument would be advanced if the 








website listed scientists involved in 
animal welfare, or indeed the private 
addresses of MPs and senior officials. 

This line was exposed as nonsense in 
November 2003 when Searchlight 
revealed details of the Mole Intelligence 
Bureau discussion board, hosted on 
Yahoo. This site, run by Watmough’s 
Leeds-based colleague Tony Foy, 
revealed the true nature and purpose 
of Redwatch. 

A select group of nazis used this site to 
collect and swap information about 
potential targets, planned a programme 
of intimidation in the hope that their 
critics would be silenced and even 
discussed physical attacks. (See page 6 for 
more on the Mole Intelligence Bureau.) 

The involvement of Watmough, 
Foy and the C18 thug Tony White in 
Redwatch could be clearly demonstrated 
from the various internet postings 
uncovered by Searchlight at the time. 

As if that weren't enough, the 
paperwork relating to the various 
Redwatch sites, available to the public 
on numerous websites, clearly linked 
Watmough to the sites together with 
another person who cannot be named 
for legal reasons. Watmough’s name was 
the registered contact for one site, while 
BM Box 5581, a private mail box run by 
Watmough, was linked to several others. 

Even if the US hosting of Redwatch 
puts it beyond the reach of British 
law, Searchlight believes that numerous 
other laws are being broken. The recently 
passed Harassment Act seems the most 
obvious. The obscene racial content on 
several other websites run by Watmough 
clearly contravenes the Public Order 
Act and the secret email exchanges 
on the Mole Intelligence Bureau site 
should surely be grounds for a charge 
of conspiracy to commit violence at the 
very least. 

That this site also contained bomb 
manuals and essays supporting nazi 
terrorism was also overlooked by 
the authorities. 


Dereliction of duty 

Why then has nothing happened? 
After all, most of this evidence has 
been supplied to the authorities over the 
past two years. 

Searchlight lays the blame firmly at 
the door of West Yorkshire Police who, 
despite several attempts to persuade 
them to take the issue seriously, 
have consistently refused to act against 
Watmough, White and Foy, who all 
live within West Yorkshire. 

Unfortunately, a disregard of nazi 
violence against anti-racists appears to 
have been unofficial policy in the higher 


Tony Foy 


Tony alice 








echelons of West Yorkshire Police for 
many years. 

In the early 1990s Watmough, White 
and several other Leeds-based nazis 
were behind a series of violent assaults 
on leftwing activists and their property 
in Leeds. 

The violence attracted the attention 
of Channel 4’s Dispatches programme, 
which secretly filmed the nazis arming 
themselves for an attack with iron bars, 
hammers and other weapons. With this 
evidence, reporter Callum McCrae 
quizzed West Yorkshire Police about 
their apparent inaction over these 
attacks. “It’s the right wing against the 
left wing,” commented the interviewee 
with seeming indifference. 

However, West Yorkshire Police were 
concerned enough about their own 
failure to act that on the morning of the 
programme three of the Combat 18 
nazis were arrested. With much glee, a 
police spokesperson rang up Channel 4 
to remind them of the sub judice law. 
With only minutes to spare the 
programme was changed to water down 
condemnation of police inaction and 
remove the names of the three men. 
Shortly after the programme was 
broadcast the three men were released 
without charge. 

In 1995 C18 thugs, including at least 
one who went on to become a BNP 
councillor, attacked two school teachers 
in a pub in Halifax. If the police had 
bothered to answer the emergency call 
they would quickly have located the 
assailants, who included C18’s leaders 
from London, as they had merely 
wandered down the road to the next 
pub. The police didn’t and no one was 
ever questioned about the assaults. 

ITV’s World in Action was able to 
identify at least two of the men directly 
involved in the attack. One, Will 
Browning, was later to mastermind a 
C18 bombing campaign which only 
failed because the bombs were 
intercepted by the police. 

Violence and political intimidation 
accompanied the rise of the BNP in 


Halifax in 2003 and on_ several 
occasions anti-fascist activists were 
abused and even attacked as they 
distributed anti-BNP material. In April 
2003, Searchlight learnt of a major 
mobilisation of BNP thugs and Leeds 
football hooligans to prevent a Sunday 
morning leaflet distribution. Unsure of 
how West Yorkshire Police would 
respond, Searchlight informed the 
Metropolitan Police who in turn 
contacted their northern counterparts. 

Despite their advance knowledge, 
West. Yorkshire Police did nothing to 
stop 70 thugs scaring off 16 anti-BNP 
leafleters. A sole officer sat in a police 
car as BNP thugs told the leafleters to 
leave the area. It was only after this had 
happened that a police van arrived. 

The same year saw the firebombing of 
a car belonging to two teachers in Leeds 
who were both active in the Anti Nazi 
League. The attack happened only 
hours after White was sent to prison for 
distributing racist material to school 
children. One of the teachers worked at 
the school but the police failed to make 
the connection. 

Searchlight believes that West 
Yorkshire Police have repeatedly failed 
in their duty of care to protect local 
citizens. The inaction over Redwatch is 
just the latest in a line of instances of 
indifference to nazi violence. 

Searchlight is now working with the 
trade union movement to ask the West 
Yorkshire Police Authority to investigate 
their force’s response. 

In the meantime, the campaign against 
Redwatch continues. Fortunately the 
Redwatch investigation has now been 
taken out of the hands of West Yorkshire 
Police and transferred to the computer 
crime unit of the Metropolitan Police. 

The new investigating officer could 
do worse than look at events in Poland, 
where several arrests have been made of 
people connected to the Polish version 
of Redwatch, the site has been officially 
removed twice and discussions are 
ongoing with the FBI to close down the 
site permanently. ~= 


FACT FILE: KEVIN WATMOUGH 


KEVIN WATMOUGH has been a militant 
nazi since the early 1980s when, as a 
13-year-old, he was a_ skinhead 


_ follower of the National Front. It was 


during this period that he received a 
conviction for racial violence. 

He spent much of the next decade 
alternating between the NF and the 
more hardline British Movement (BM), 
the leader of which also lived in West 
Yorkshire. 

By the early 1990s he became 
involved in the British National Party 
and together with several other BNP 
supporters carried out a series of 
violent attacks on anti-racists and 
leftwingers across Leeds. In March 
1994 he was arrested for one of the 
attacks and when he appeared in court 
there was more trouble when one of 
his friends threatened people with a 
crowbar. The windows of an 
independent record shop were 


smashed in revenge for his arrest. 


The following year, Watmough 
formally switched his support from 
the BM to Combat 18 and its umbrella 
organisation, the National Socialist 
Alliance. He was to become a leading 
member of the group and in March 
1999, as part of a _ nationwide 
operation, Watmough was raided by 
Special Branch. 

The imprisonment of Charlie Sargent, 
C18’s leader, for murder and the failed 
bombing campaign from Denmark 
resulted in the reorganisation of C18. 
Watmough took charge of its 
propaganda and set up BM 5581, a 
private mail box, from which most C18 
material was distributed. 

Letters from Watmough, written on 
behalf of C18, were found in the 
possession of Stuart Kerr, a young 
skinhead living in Chichester, who in 
1999 was imprisoned for 12 years for 
firebombing an Asian-owned shop 
while the family slept upstairs. 





MOLE INTELLIGENCE BUREAU 


THE REAL AGENDA behind those who 
run Redwatch was vividly articulated on 
the Mole Intelligence Bureau Yahoo site. 
There was no mistaking the link between 
.the information gathered for Redwatch 
and a political campaign of intimidation 
and violence. 

“Not enough comrades are taking the 
red threat seriously. The reds hold small 
positions of power within our com- 





munities. Teachers, social workers, 
councillors, nurses, doctors, coppers. 
These people are the tentacles of the 
state enforcing the multicultural 
ideology into our society. It is these 
people who are stopping Nationalists 
from spreading the truth about the 
nightmare on the horizon. 

“Redwatch has accumulated many 
names and addresses along with pictures 


of the targets, many of whom have 
had nothing done to them. Now's the 
time to start a proper campaign of 
violence and intimidation towards those 
who seek to see us silenced or imprisoned 
for our beliefs.’ 

A major target of those behind 
Redwatch has been the Yorkshire Evening 
Post journalist Pete Lazenby. An NUJ 
activist with a proud history of exposing 


Kevin Watmough 
in the mid-1990s 


The demise of C18 as a political 
entity led Watmough back into the 
_~National Front and then to the 
formation of Aryan Unity together 
with Eddy Morrison. Over the next few 
years he was involved in setting up a 
succession of small sects which rapidly _ 


collapsed, including the White 


Nationalist Party and more recently 


the British People’s Party. 

He is a strong supporter of Ulster 
loyalism, a regular visitor to Northern 
ireland and in 2004 was photographed 
in the company of leading loyalist 
terrorists. 

Watmough appears ‘to have a 
charmed life. Despite his long nazi 
record, which continues to include the 


distribution of highly illegal racist CDs, 


he has remained a free man. 





racism and fascism, Lazenby has long been 
a thorn in the side of Yorkshire's nazis. 
He was targeted as a result. 

“We need to find this reporter fast,’ read 
one message on the MIB site. “If we can 
scare this cunt off then we might get an 
easier time instead of being slagged off 
and made to look a bunch of muppets.’ 

Tony Foy asked Kevin Watmough to 
research a couple of possible addresses for 
the journalist. “Scrap the last message Kev,’ 
wrote Foy. “I have a feeling about this one 
but | need confirmation before | take 
action on this matter.” 








The case against Redwatch 


IT HAS BECOME common wisdom that the 
authorities cannot act against Redwatch. It is 
hosted by a US server, so outside the jurisdiction 
of the British authorities, and as a result it is 
protected under the First Amendment to the 
US Constitution, which enshrines Freedom 
of Speech. 

This was certainly the view of the Home Office 
when MPs raised the issue of Redwatch back in 
2003. It is also the opinion of Kevin Watmough, 
the man behind Redwatch, whose view that he 
was immune from prosecution probably 
emboldened him enough to admit to being 
responsible. 

Searchlight, and a growing number of 
lawyers, now believe this to be nonsense. 

We have learnt that as far back as 2004 there 
was an opinion within the Home Office that as 
the material was written in Britain, by a 
British citizen, and most importantly for a British 
audience, then British law could be used. 

Now there is also legal opinion that 
Redwatch is unlikely to be protected under the 
First Amendment. 

Writing in response to the existence of the 
Polish Redwatch site, which mirrors the British 
site closely, lawyers from Proskauer Rose LLP say 
that the site falls outside the First Amendment. 

“The content of Redwatch’s site is not 
protected speech under the First Amendment 
because it constitutes a true threat,’ says the 
firm’s report. “The right to free speech is not 
absolute. Although the First Amendment does 
safeguard speech advocating violence, well- 
established law dictates that the right to free 
speech does not include threats of violence.” 

Precedent for taking action against websites 
can be found in Planned Parenthood v American 
Coalition of Life Activists (ACLA). A court in the US 
found that the anti-abortion group went beyond 
free speech in listing the names and addresses of 
abortion doctors on a website called the 
“Nuremberg Files”. 

ACLA claimed that the website merely 
collated information on doctors for possible use 
in legal action against those involved in 
abortion. The court disagreed and viewed the 
site as threatening, especially as two of the listed 
doctors were subsequently killed. Black lines 
were put through their pictures on the site. 

Although the ACLA website did not explicitly 
call for violence against these doctors, the court 
took into account the history of “pro-life” 
violence against abortion doctors. “Because 
advocating the use of violence remains 
permissible under the First Amendment, the 
‘source’ of the intimidation is crucial,’ says 
Proskauer Rose's report. 

And this, when it comes to Redwatch, is 
crucial. Redwatch is run by Combat 18, a 
neo-nazi group intent on creating a national 
socialist society through violence and terrorism. 
Kevin Watmough and the two men behind the 





linked Mole Intelligence Bureau — Tony White 
and Tony Foy — all have a history of involvement 
in (18 and nazi violence. 

While the Redwatch site carries a disclaimer, 
which states that the site is not intended to 
target people for attack, this is unlikely to be a 
defence. Their and (18's history of violence 
means that those identified on Redwatch can 
legitimately believe that they are under threat. 

The messages posted on the Mole 
Intelligence Bureau's Yahoo site are likely to 
be vital in proving the true intent of those 
behind Redwatch. The public disclaimer is 
hollow as personal details about potential 
targets are discussed. 

“Redwatch has accumulated many names and 
addresses along with pictures of the targets, 
many of whom have had nothing done to them,’ 
the MIB site stated. “Now’s the time to start a 
proper campaign of violence and intimidation 
towards those who seek to see us silenced or 
imprisoned for our beliefs.’ 

Then there is the desperate attempt to 
identify the Yorkshire Evening Post journalist 
Pete Lazenby. “We need to find this reporter 
fast,’ read one message on the MIB site. “If we 
can scare this cunt off then we might get an 
easier time instead of being slagged off and 
made to look a bunch of muppets.” 

Mole Intelligence also searched for the 
Halifax-based anti-fascist Paul Sutcliffe. 
He was targeted for hate mail. Information 
about the anti-fascist trade unionist Alec 
McFadden were placed on Redwatch and he 
was stabbed in the face. Details of the car 
belonging to the Leeds teachers Sally Kincard 
and Steve Johnson appeared on Redwatch and 
it was later firebombed. 

“Redwatch’s website constitutes a true 
threat,’ concludes Proskauer Rose. “True threats, 
unlike most political discourse, are proscribable 
despite the First Amendment due to the 
disruption that fear and intimidation cause. 
Moreover, under the Nuremberg File case, listing 
specific persons on a website, under all the 
circumstances, can impliedly threaten the 
people listed. Given the context here, Redwatch’s 
website threatens the identified activists and 
journalists by identifying them as being the next 
person to be attacked. The First Amendment, 
therefore, should not apply to this site.” 

While the author was writing specifically 
about the Polish Redwatch site, Searchlight 
believes that the information gleaned from Mole 
Intelligence Bureau makes the case against the 
British Redwatch even stronger. 

As a footnote, it is interesting that the 
Polish Government has twice asked its 
American counterparts to close down Redwatch. 
On both occasions the site was removed. 
Despite pressure over several years, the British 
Government does not appear to have made a 
similar request. ~~ 





























By Matthew Collins 






Former ublic rage and private glee 
NF bugler were the British National 
Allen Boyce Party’s reaction to the alleged 


conspiracy by Islamist terrorists 
to ‘saa flights between the UK and 
the USA last month. 

Publicly, the BNP claimed the 
terror plot was further proof of the 
incompatibility of Muslims with 
Western society. The party called for 
Muslims to be banned from all 
aeroplanes for the foreseeable future 
and demanded an apology from 
Muslim community leaders. 

But privately, and unsurprisingly, 
they rubbed their hands with glee. 
After all, it was Tony Lecomber, 
Nick Griffin's sidekick, who 

said after 11 September 2001 

that a terrorist attack on 


London would be “good news 
for the BNP”. 


Opportunity 

The BNP clearly views the 
terrorist conspiracy as a gift horse 
for its own political campaign. 
Not only does it hope it will 
heighten tension and suspicion 
between communities but the 
fascist party will also seek to 
highlight the intrinsic shortcomings 
of mainstream parties because of 
their alleged blind obsession with 
multiculturalism. 

The BNP sees nothing controversial 
in calling for all Muslims to be ban- 
ned from boarding aeroplanes, even 

equating it to the banning orders on 

English football hooligans for 
“~> the recent World Cup. 
a “If white working class men 
can be treated in this fashion it must be 
possible to apply a similar ban to 
Muslims,” the BNP website stated. 
The writer conveniently forgot that 
banning orders against football ho- 
oligans could only be made where 
either the individual had a conviction 
for hooliganism or evidence of their 
involvement had been put before 
the court. 
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When is aterrorist nota terrorist? 


When heisanazi 


Silent 

Yet for all the BNP’s sudden concern 
for community safety, the party has 
been remarkably silent over a court case 
in July involving a BNP supporter 
from Sussex. 

Allen Boyce was branded “evil” by a 
judge at Lewes Crown Court after he 
was convicted for drawing up plans to 
make bombs. 

Boyce, 74, should be no stranger to 
seasoned antifascists. For years he made 
his mark as the appalling bugler who, 
year in year out, helped the National 
Front sully the memory of Britain’s war 
dead during the NF’s annual shuffle to 
the Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday. 

A nervous, twitchy character, Boyce 
was also the secretary and sole member 
of the NF’s Christian group. In addition 
he was an active member of the British 
Israelites, a fundamentalist Christian 
group, and through it close to veteran 
racists and antisemites such as the late 
Lady Jane Birdwood. 

A sour, bitter man, Boyce is a former 
employee of LEastbourne’s _ parks 
department and used to brag about how 
he closed parks early in the summer 
months, purely because he objected to 
people using the open spaces for fun 
and recreation. 

The sort of bitterness and twisted 
logic that drives Boyce eventually 
found a willing ear in one Terry Collins, 
a BNP member who had moved to 
Eastbourne and was carrying out a 
systematic campaign of hatred and 
intimidation among members of 
the town’s small minority ethnic 
population. 

Collins, whom the judge described as 
“a wicked man’, targeted three families 
in the town, solely because he thought 
they were asylum seekers and of less 
value to the community than himself. 

He terrorised his victims over a 
14-month period by throwing fire- 
works through letterboxes, repeatedly 
smashing windows and slashing car 
tyres. In the worst attack he started a 
fire at the home of an Asian family in 


Eshton Road. On 27 March 2004 he 
threw a brick with a firework attached 
to it through the window of Ali 
Rostam’s house. 

Collins was caught red-handed by 
police who witnessed him throwing a 
concrete slab through Mr Ovwasil’s 
window. After he was arrested they 
found in his possession a lock knife and 
fireworks and paint that were identical 
to those used in the attacks. 

During Collins's trial last year, it 
emerged that he was most certainly 
suffering some sort of mental stress 
though it was no excuse for his 
campaign for which he was sentenced 
to five years’ imprisonment. 

During their investigations _ police 
found a series of instructions from Boyce 
on how to make a bomb that would 
cause a “large explosion”. He also sent 
Collins plans of a hostel in the town that 
Boyce insisted housed “more than 100 
bogus asylum seekers” and suggested that 
they visit a gun shop together. 

The court heard that Boyce was fully 
aware that Collins was behind the 
campaign of violence and intimidation 
and not once did he, despite his 
“previous good character” and “strong 
religious beliefs”, try to dissuade Collins 
from his violent path. 

When Collins was sentenced his 
solicitors made much of the fact that 
their client had been greatly influenced 
by members and supporters of the BNP 
who had “twisted” his mind. 

Despite the seriousness of Boyce’s 
offences, Judge Anthony Niblett passed 
only a two-year suspended sentence 
because of his age, lack of previous 
convictions and the fact that the bomb 
recipe was unlikely to work. 

Boyce’s solicitor told the court that 
his hateful beliefs were based on his 
“eccentric interpretation of the Bible”. 

Boyce was sentenced two days before 
the country came together to remember 
the victims of the 7/7 bombs. The BNP 
refused to call for Boyce to be deported, 
nor did it describe Christianity as a 
“wicked and evil faith”. Strange that. ~<a 


Britain's nazi terrorists 


Tony Lecomber |n 1985 Tony Lecomber, a BNP activist who later 
became a senior party officer, tried to bomb the 
offices of the Workers Revolutionary Party in London. 
The bomb exploded prematurely in his car while he 
was eating a KFC takeaway. When police raided his 
house they found other bomb making equipment, 
home-made hand grenades and detonators. 

Quizzed about Lecomber’s continued involved in 
the BNP by BBC's Panorama, party leader Nick Griffin 
claimed that his colleague was only playing with LE 
some “fireworks”. Ode 


Terry Blackham Terry Blackham, the National 
Front’s national organiser, was arrested in 1993 
trying to smuggle weapons to the loyalist terror 
group, the Ulster Defence Association. 

His arrest came when he tried to board a ferry in 
Scotland carrying a Czech Army-issue submachine 
gun, a rocket launcher and 1,000 rounds of 
ammunition. 


Will Browning While leader of the nazi terror group 

Combat 18, Will Browning tried to orchestrate a 

bombing campaign against targets in Britain in 

1998. His plan was foiled when the intelligence 

services intercepted six bombs hidden in 

videocassettes after they were posted in Denmark. 
Thomas Nakaba was jailed in Copenhagen but 

Browning escaped justice because the British 

courts could not use tapes of telephone 

intercepts that were played in Nakaba’s trial. 


David Copeland In April 1999 the former BNP member David 
Copeland tried to “ignite” a race war in London when he set off nail 
bombs in Brixton, Brick Lane and Soho. Three people 
died and over 200 were injured, including a baby 
who had a nail lodged in her head. 
Copeland was inspired by The Turner Diaries, the 
fictional story of a race war in the United States, 
and had attended the BNP branch run by 
Tony Lecomber. Copeland told police that he ; 
hoped an ethnic backlash to his bombings would © 
eventually lead to a BNP government. . 


David Tovey David Tovey was sentenced to 11 years’ 
imprisonment in 2002 for possession of a veritable 
Aladdin's cave of state-of-the-art military weaponry 
including current issue British Army plastic 
explosives and the means of detonating them by 
remote control. He had a wide range of firearms 
and ammunition and was planning to attack 
Swindon mosque. 

Tovey had been in touch with the BNP before his 
arrest. It is not known from whom in the Army he 
obtained this arsenal. \ 


Stuart Kerr A young skinhead living in Chichester, Stuart Kerr, 
was imprisoned for 12 years in 1999 for firebombing an Asian- 
owned shop while the family slept upstairs. He had been caught 
on CCTV. The same night Kerr and his small gang had firebombed 
the local police station car park. Kerr was involved with both the 
BNP and Combat 18 and there were indications that his terrorist 
operations were coordinated. 
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Halting the rise of the BNP 
It’s time to reassert our ideals 


Anew partnership that brings together political parties, 
trade unions and community groups, based around the 
restatement of our “ideals” over theirs, is crucial to 
developing a strategy to defeat the British National 


Party, says Nick Lowles. 


NICK GRIFFIN had reason to be 
cheerful as he took to the stage at this 
year’s Red, White and Blue festival. 
Amassed in front of the BNP leader 
were 2,000 of his supporters. The 
British National Party, he confidently 
extolled, was going places. World events 
were exposing the corruptness of the 
modern global economy, the terrorist 
threat was confirming the errone- 
ousness of multiculturalism and the 
growing backlash over immigration was 
highlighting the bankruptcy of the 
mainstream parties. 

The BNP, he announced, would have 
at least 100 councillors by next May. 

In many ways Griffin is right to feel 
optimistic. It is hard to see how the 
BNP will not benefit from current 
world and domestic events. In fact, the 
BNP is already doing so. 

The BNP currently has 54 councillors 
across 20 borough, district and parish 
councils. In the 2006 local elections it 
came second in another 77 wards. 
There are 42 wards that would switch to 
the BNP on a swing of 6% or less. 

Across the country the BNP averaged 
19.2% in the 356 wards it contested. 
More worryingly, and in contrast to the 
“localised pocket” analysis by some 
leading politicians, it was fairly uniform 
across the country, with only the 
North East BNP candidates averaging 
below 15%. 

Even more disturbing was the BNP 
performance in key local authorities. 
In Barking and Dagenham the media 
interest generated by Margaret Hodge’s 
comments led the BNP to average 
39.2% in the wards it contested. 
In Sandwell, where there was no such 
publicity boost, the BNP averaged 
33.0% across the nine wards it fought. 
In Burnley the average was 30.0% 
and in  Stoke-on-Irent 29.8%. 
In Birmingham, Kirklees and 
Sunderland, where the BNP stood in 


every ward, the party averaged 11.3%, 
18.4% and 15.0% respectively. 

There is no evidence that the BNP 
support will fall; if anything it is still 
growing. The new councillors have been 
far more active than previous BNP 
elected members and they appear to 
have consolidated, if not improved, their 
position in Barking and Dagenham, 
Sandwell and Stoke-on-Trent. 

None of this is intended to detract 
from the hard work many local political 
parties, trade unions and _ anti-fascist 
groups undertake. It is clear that BNP 
gains would have been considerably 
higher if strong and targeted local 
campaigns had not been run. 

The fact remains, however, that the 
BNP poses a growing threat across 
the country and this will increase unless 
a new approach is taken. There is now 
no room for complacency. Government 
ministers such Andy Burnham are quite 
simply wrong when they say that BNP 
support is concentrated in isolated 
pockets or that it is somehow solely the 
product of localised issues. 

Labour particularly is at threat from 
the BNP. Of the 33 new BNP 
councillors elected in May, all but five 
were in previously Labour-held seats. 
In the BNP’s best 50 second place 
results, 37 of the polls were won by 
Labour. Research commissioned by the 
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust 
demonstrates that the majority of 
people drawn to the BNP come from 
social groups most commonly identified 
as Labour. 

That is not to say that traditional 
Conservative voters are not susceptible 
to the BNP, as was evident in the recent 
by-election in Redbridge, east London, 
where the BNP almost halved what was 
a 62% Conservative vote in May. 

Being honest and realistic about the 
problem is the first step in dealing 
with it. 


Tackling the BNP 

The BNP needs to be fought on every 
level. No single strategy will be 
adequate. There is an urgent need to 
address the underlying issues that give 
rise to BNP support — the apparent 
incoherency in Labour’s immigration 
strategy (see page 12), a shortage of 
cheap affordable housing in many parts 
of the country and scarce resources for 
public services, particularly in the areas 
where they are needed most. 

Racism and Islamophobia need to 
be tackled. The degrading language 
and stereotypes offered by the media and 
some politicians only reinforce negative 
images and divisions. Likewise, there 
needs to be a recognition that Islamic 
fundamentalism and terrorism fuel a 
racist backlash and support for the 
BNP. Extremism on every count needs 
to be opposed and the symbiotic 
relationship between the BNP and 
Islamic extremism, where one thrives on 
the other, needs to be exposed. 

And, whatever the rights and wrongs 
of particular international issues, there 
can be no disguising the influence 
foreign policy has on a domestic agenda. 
To deny this, as has recently been done, 
is clearly wrong. 


Engaging 
However, there are more practical and 
immediate things we can all do in our 
local communities. The BNP gains 
support for a number of reasons other 
than simply race. Research has proved, 
time and again, that the BNP benefits 
because voters are sick and tired of 
being taken for granted by the main 
political parties and of not seeing local 
councillors outside election times. 
While this perception is often 
exaggerated in the eyes of the beholder, 
there are of course many examples 
where this is true. 

Political parties need to be just that — 





I. 


political parties. They need to be seen 
and not only heard. Local councillors 
need to be approachable and deal with 
people’s problems when they occur. 

An election campaign starts the day 
after the previous one ends, not a week 
before polling day as so often happens. 
This might be telling politicians to suck 
eggs but it is a truth too often forgotten. 

If time and activists are limited, 
councillors have to decide what is more 


important — attending a committee 
meeting or being seen in the 
community. BNP councillor Steve 


Batkin missed all 30 council meetings 
in one year but his voters did not seem 
to care as they saw him in the ward 
virtually every single day. 

There are fewer activists in all 
mainstream political parties these days 
so it becomes increasingly important to 
develop new partnerships. Local Labour 
Parties need to have a more co- 
ordinated strategy with local trade 
unions. The voluntary sector and faith 
groups must be included more in local 
campaigns. Fortunately, there is finally 





acceptance at the top of the Labour 
Party that the previous approach of 
hostility and suspicion towards outside 
bodies needs to change. Practical 
realities are seeing to that. 

Not only will this increase the 
number of people and organisations 
involved in local campaigns, it will 
dramatically increase the capacity to 
fight a better campaign. 

Co-ordination between these new 
partners is key, and this is something 
with which Searchlight will be looking 
to assist during the coming year. 


Third party limitations 
There is a limit to what anti-fascists can 
do on their own these days. 

Shouting “nazi” or “racist” at the BNP 
is no longer enough because voters do 
not see the BNP as a nazi party — in the 
pure definition of the term — and, 
possibly more importantly, the BNP is 
becoming entrenched in local 
communities. Its simplistic messages 
and basic leaflets now regularly address 
local issues and prejudices and so it is 


becoming easier for the BNP to dismiss 
anti-fascists as the true outsiders. 

There is also the problem of negative 
messages. For the BNP to be defeated 
someone has to win and that positive 
case needs to be made rather than 
simply relying on the “Don't vote BNP” 
approach. Many voters do not like being 
told whom not to vote for. 

Anti-fascists still have a crucial role to 
play but we will only be effective if it is 
an integral part of a wider strategy that 
involves greater forces. 

Over the past few years Searchlight 
has developed and encouraged the use 
of more sophisticated campaigning 
techniques, including localised 
literature, a positive message, telephone 
canvassing and direct mail. 

Some initiatives have worked better 
than others and there is still room for 
improvement. Delivering these, and 
preparing background information for 
local use, will be a practical way 
Searchlight can assist local political 
parties and groups on the ground. 


Defending democracy 

The danger of the BNP is very real. 
Unfortunately many people appear to 
be sleepwalking to disaster. The BNP 
might not wear jackboots or nazi 
uniforms and might not call for Jews to 
be exterminated but its real agenda is no 
less pleasant. 

That people seem to have been hood- 
winked by the BNP is partly the fault of 
anti-fascists, trade unions and the like, as 
we are obviously failing to explain the 
real message of the BNP adequately. 

Simultaneously, we have probably 
lost sight of what it is that we are 
defending from the white supremacist 
BNP. And it is the re-establishment of 
our “ideals” over the BNP’s “real 
agenda” that needs to happen. 

Our ideals are democracy, freedom, 
fairness, tolerance, equality and justice. 
These are ideals to which the BNP can 
only pay lip service as they are intrinsically 
opposite to its own world view. 

We need to make these ideals 
understandable and recognisable for 
voters so they can rally round. We need 
to make them relevant to their own lives. 

Earlier this year internal discussions 
within Searchlight stressed the need to 
reassert the racist nature of the BNP. 
“The line in the sand needs to be put 
back,” was the common view. Now, we 
believe even that is not enough. 
In order to explain why the BNP is still 
beyond the pale we must reassert what 
we stand for. Rally people around these 
positive ideals and we can once again 
start isolating the BNP. ~= 


Community campaigning and 
political engagement 


Case Study — Bradford 


In 2004 anti-fascist strategy in Bradford came under 
criticism after the British National Party won four seats in 
the all-out local elections. Since then the critics have 
been silenced as the BNP was first driven out of Keighley 
and this year was seen off across most of Bradford. 

Paul Meszaros, co-ordinator of Bradford TUC’s anti- 
fascist committee, explains how old-fashioned localised 


campaigning won the day. 


he defeat of the BNP in last 

May’s local elections in Bradford 

carries, we believe, some 

important lessons regarding the 
evolution of anti-fascist practice and 
third party campaigning. Community- 
based campaigning, underpinned by 
old-fashioned community development 
principles, has been the starting point 
for our strategy. In particular this means 
working with deprived communities, 
helping them to resist inequality and 
striving to build a resistance to racist 
ideology that is owned and espoused by 
the communities themselves. Rundown 
white working-class estates are precisely 
the places under the greatest threat 
from the BNP. 

This strategy remains central to the 
ongoing struggle against racism and the 
far right. However if our aim is to defeat 
the BNP electorally, this hearts and 
minds strategy may not be enough. 

The BNP operates beneath the 
conventional political radar. One of our 
biggest challenges thus far has been to 
make the local Labour parties 
sufficiently aware of the threat and 
dangers posed by the BNP. Indeed, with 
the exception of a handful of people, 
there has existed an abysmal political 
myopia, indeed blindness. Even the 
election of BNP councillors in 2004 was 
not enough to wake some from their 
slumbers, the results written off as a 
quirk of the all-out elections. 

The role of the anti-fascist group 
had to change to meet this challenge. 
Relying on third party campaigning 





alone to defeat the BNP is a recipe for 
disaster. It is axiomatic that voters need 
something positive to vote for: we as anti- 
BNP campaigners cannot provide this. 
We have to make the Labour Party aware 
of this and help it offer the alternative. 
This means that Labour has to return to 
the streets. Without engaging with voters 
on the estates and elsewhere, we will 
certainly lose seats to the BNP. 

Our task then is to enable and 
support the Labour Party to defeat the 
BNP. In this year’s elections it became 
apparent that across most of Bradford 
South it was a straight fight between 
Labour and the BNP. We know that the 
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BNP fully expected to win some of 


these wards and was bitterly 
disappointed when it failed. The crucial 
difference was that the Labour Party 
realised in time the challenge we all 
faced. This prompted a new dawn. 

Encouraged by Bradford TUC, which 
was itself bolstered with real and 
ultimately decisive support from the big 
trade unions (particular thanks must go 
to Amicus and PCS), the local Labour 
Party took to the streets. 

In Wyke, local Labour Party activists 
were joined by Bradford TUC activists 
as well as the local MEP. People 
wearing red rosettes were knocking on 


folks’ doors. The result was stunning: 
some people could remember who we 
were. We were confident, especially 
given our experiences in turning round 
the Labour Party in Keighley, that if we 
took our message to the doorstep, and if 
crucially the party took on the BNP, 
we would win. 

This flourish of activity gave an extra 
impetus to our campaign. The game 
was on and we could win. Efforts were 
redoubled and the small but strategic 
black and minority ethnic communities 
were contacted by teams from Amicus 
and local Labour councillors. Policy 
anxieties regarding Labour were quickly 
put to one side and voters who might 
otherwise have stayed at home came out 
and voted Labour because Labour was 
easily identified as the party that 
opposed the racists of the BNP. 
We were also able to contact those 
people identified as anti-BNP by the 
Searchlight telephone canvassing 
operation. Added to the BME voters 
they almost certainly made the 
difference between winning and losing. 

Certainly, if we compare this beating 
back of the BNP to the abject display 
by the Tories in nearby Queensbury 
we can see what a difference this 
campaign made. 

The BNP swept to victory in 
Queensbury with 1,800 votes, 300 
ahead of the Tories. Previously, we had 
only ever stopped the BNP here by 
concentrating resources but this year we 


Searchlight newspaper 


believed this would have been a misuse 
of our resources and, with no clear 
political alternative offered by the 
Tories, victory was unlikely. 

The Tories ought to be ashamed of 
their performance. In contrast, across 
the city in Worth Valley, where the 
BNP gained a councillor in the all-out 
election in 2004, the Tories fought the 
BNP actively and pushed it back into 
third place. When political parties 
understand the threat posed by the 
BNP and work with local anti-fascist 
groups to oppose it, the BNP is 
eminently beatable. 


Importance of localised 
campaigning 

What then of localised campaigning? 
Our contention is that this becomes 
even more important. By forging closer 
links with the political parties, we 
become able to encourage and assist 
their direction. In particular we can help 
create an interface between the Labour 
Party and the trade unions to allow for 
a united labour movement response. 
This must be crucial; it is absolutely vital 
that the trade unions are able to locate 
and assist the anti- BNP campaign. 

Let us be clear, these campaigns 
cannot be sustained without the 
support of the trade union movement. 
By working closer with Labour we can 
create the bridgehead that brings trade 
union support through. 

Practically, this arrangement is 


sensible. The BNP is not like other 
political parties. This sounds obvious, 
but it is true in ways other than its nazi 
beliefs. It operates differently, often as 
we have said below the radar of the 
traditional parties. Theirs is a network of 
backstreet pubs where the gossip is 
turned into big lies over a few pints. 
They are constantly on the look out for 
bits of stories that they can twist and for 
which they can create some stunt in the 
hope of winding up trouble. We have 
to get better at anticipating these 
BNP interventions. 

Here our knowledge of how the BNP 
works can be invaluable when it is 
harnessed by ward councillors who can 
use this knowledge to stop the BNP in 
its tracks. 

On a practical level the enabling 
interventions of Bradford TUC to 
involve local activists in campaigning 
and identifying issues in their 
communities have helped to build their 
capacity This is a pledge for the future. 

Localised campaigning will therefore 
remain the central feature of our 
strategy but it will be strengthened by 
the practical realisation of much closer 
ties with the Labour Party. This in turn 
will enable the Labour Party better to 
tackle and defeat the BNP and so 
reinvigorate itself. 

Finally it strengthens the links 
within and between different strands 
of the movement that is to the benefit 
of all. <i 


The BNP could not believe that so many people 


kickstarted Dudley campaign 


lan Austin, 
MP for Dudley North 
THE SEARCHLIGHT newspaper 


provided the kickstart for our 
campaign. Packed with local stories 
from Dudley and containing interviews 

and the endorsement of community 
te and voluntary activists from the 
Castle & Priory ward, it proved an essential tool in our bid 
to keep the BNP out of Dudley. 

Over 100 people turned up on our Day of Action to 
deliver the newspaper. It was the biggest turnout for an 
activity that | can remember. Young and old, Muslim, Afro- 
Caribbean and Jewish. There were many Labour Party 
members or former members who had dropped out of the 
activity because of Iraq or other issues who came out to 
defeat the BNP. 

Many subsequently remained involved for the rest of 
the campaign. 





had come out. In total we delivered 20,000 newspapers 
across our four target wards in just one day in late March. 
Food was put on and there was a real feeling of 
determination and togetherness. BNP leader Simon Darby 
was incredulous with rage. 

Most importantly, the newspaper gave the local 
Labour Party the confidence to beat the BNP. There was 
now no area in Dudley where we feared to campaign. 
The newspaper created a feel-good factor that was to 
have lasting effect. 

In Castle & Priory ward, the BNP’s main target, the 
Labour candidate won by a margin of more than 600 
votes. When the seat was last contested, in 2004, the BNP 
was under 100 votes behind and in 2003 they actually 
took the ward. 

There is still a lot of work to be done. The BNP will be 
back next year and working hard in the wards they 
attracted support in this year. But we will be working 
harder than ever before to see them off again. We have 
done it once and I’m sure we can do it again. It will require 
a lot of hard work, starting now, but coupling the material 
provided by Searchlight with localised campaigning and 
knocking on doors we will be successful. 





Labour’s timidity is giving fuel to the racists 


By Nick Lowles 


RACE AND IMMIGRATION are 
again a political hot potato. Migrant 
workers, international terrorism, a 
backlog of failed asylum seekers and 
even the controversy surrounding test 
cricket have been mixed, shaken and 
rolled into one big problem. 

Immigration has always been an 
uncomfortable issue for Labour. Scared 
of being seen as weak, it bangs its chest 
in the hope of appeasing the tabloid 
press. The recent call by John Reid, 
the Home Secretary, for a debate on 
migration has simply put a hammer to 
the drum. 

And yet Labour’s economic policy has 
done the very opposite. It is the 
promotion of a flexible labour market, 
pursued eagerly by Chancellor Gordon 
Brown, that has opened the door to 
recent mass immigration. 

It is this underlying contradiction in 
Labour’s immigration policy that gives 
rise to its fundamental problem, which 
is that no one believes a single word it 
says on the issue. 

One might be forgiven for thinking 
from Reid’s recent concern over im- 
migration that it was a subject about 


which he and his government had 
absolutely no previous involvement or 
responsibility. This is complete nonsense 
and only perpetuates the problem. 

Labour has for too long encouraged 
immigration by stealth. It has been an 
integral part of its economic policy, 
while simultaneously the party has 
tried to appear tough on asylum and 
immigration, reducing _ benefits, 
curtailing freedoms and demonising. 

This has had practical and negative 
consequences. Newly arrived im- 
migrants naturally gravitate towards 
low-cost housing but these are the areas 
where there is already a big strain on 
local services and housing. The problem 
is compounded because the government 
refuses to acknowledge the scale of 
immigration and so fails to fund local 
authorities adequately. 

Census records, on which much of 
public funding is based, are woefully 
out of date as they do not include 
recent arrivals. 

The result is a growing backlash and the 
BNP is emerging as the main beneficary. 

The government stumbles from crisis 
to crisis, waiting anxiously for the next 


immigration scandal to unravel in the 
press. Its paralysis was evident on the 
day when the number of migrant 
workers entering Britain since 2004 was 
revealed. Where were the senior 
government ministers defending the 
figures? Where was the case for 
continued immigration being made? 

The awful fact is that when one 
includes those people who have entered 
Britain illegally or overstayed their work 
permits and their dependents, the full 
scale of immigration into Britain, 
especially in London, could give rise to 
even worse headlines than we are 
witnessing now. 


A change of direction 
So, what needs to be done? The first 
requirement is for a new openness. 
The government needs to be seen to 
be truthful on immigration. The true 
figures for recent immigration need to be 
properly calculated and the case for 
immigration needs to be made positively. 
The tabloids would have palpitations 
but integrity can be restored and an 
honest debate can begin. 
This is very different from Reid’s idea 


THERE ARE FEW more contentious issues than the 
position of illegal workers in our country. The failure of 
the government to remove these people has come to 
symbolise, in the eyes of many, the inadequacy of its 
immigration policy. 

There are, by the government's own estimates, about 
600,000 illegals in Britain. They include people who 
entered the country illegally and those who have 
overstayed their work permits. 

These workers live a typically hand-to-mouth existence in 
British society, often experiencing gross exploitation in the 
workplace, sometimes in conditions akin to forced labour. 
British society woke up to this reality with the terrible 
tragedy of Morecambe Bay which resulted in the deaths of 
23 migrant workers, but trade union organisers and others 
familiar with workplace conditions know of many other 
cruel and oppressive situations involving migrants. 

It is easy to condemn the government but finding an 
alternative, beyond “send them back’, is more difficult. 

The only real answer is to legalise these workers. 
The Institute for Public Policy Research estimates that 
deporting these workers would cost the British taxpayer 


over £4bn. This is simply not logistically possible and 
even if it were it would take decades to implement, to 
say nothing of the fact some of these people are from 
countries that are be deemed too dangerous for them 
to return. 

These people are already in this country, often 
established in communities with their families and 
friends. Surely it would be more sensible to regularise 
these workers so that they can contribute financially to 
the economy through tax. Economists suggest that the 
economy would benefit by over £1bn a year through 
increased tax revenue. Regularising their employment 
status would also reduce the ability of employers and 
gangs to exploit them in the workplace. 

This is a highly controversial issue but it is the only 
realistic option. Unless Britain wants to undertake the 
biggest expulsion of humans since Hitler, the 
deportation option is simply a non-starter. The sooner 
the government takes an honest look at this issue, as has 
been carried out by the Bush administration in the US 
and in Spain, the sooner we can start to solve the 
immigration issue. 














S > = 


RS era 


of an “honest debate”. He starts from 
the premise that immigration is a 
problem and that somehow it is liberal 
do-gooders who are causing difficulties 
by not accepting the basic view that 
things have got out of hand. 

The real debate needs to start from a 
very different premise. It must begin with 
the view that immigration has benefited, 
and continues to benefit, Britain econo- 
mically, culturally and socially. The details 
that accompanied the release of migrant 
worker numbers clearly illustrate the 
positive benefit to our society. 

These benefits must be emphasised, 
while the hypocrisy of those shouting 
foul has to be exposed. It would be 
interesting to look at the make-up of 
the workforce that cleans the offices 
of the Mail, Sun and Express. It would 
be instructive to see who works in their 
kitchens, who offers technical support 
and who drives the delivery lorries. 

It will be an uncomfortable debate 
but one we may have. Everyone likes to 
complain, everyone likes to believe 
that someone is cheating us out 
of something that is rightfully ours. 
What is more important are the facts. 

We are told that we face a pensions 
crisis; that there are not enough people 
to pay for our public services; that our 
birth rate is dropping and that there are 
skills shortages in virtually every key 
economic sector. Let’s be bold and turn 
the argument on the accusers. If not 
through immigration, then how will 
Britain survive. 


Opponents of immigration are quick 
to deny that they are motivated by race. 
Hogwash. The good folk at the Mai/ 
and Sun did not cry foul when it was 
Australians working in our restaurants. 
And what would the Express, champion 
of middle England, say if Spain or 
Greece booted out our elderly? 

There are of course difficulties related 
to migrant workers. The government 
uses immigration to keep a lid on wages 
and of course some British workers are 
losing their jobs to migrant workers 
working for less money and poorer 
conditions. It is employment rights 
rather than immigration controls that 
are the answer. If employers were forced 
to pay the same rate for the job to 
migrants as to UK workers and the 
role of gangmasters properly curtailed 
then the potential for friction with the 
trade unions and the indigenous 
workforce would be greatly reduced. 
More importantly, however, migrant 
workers would be treated with respect 
and diginity, something that is often 
seriously lacking now. 

The government has disgracefully 
disregarded the general employment 
rights of most migrant workers. 
They are exploited, harassed and abused 
by profit-hungry employers. 

The issue of migrant workers will 
become increasingly difficult as the 
economy slows down. For many 
employers the attraction of migrant 
workers, at a rate lower than 
the current workforce, will increase. 


This will prove difficult for the 
Government, unions and anti-racist 
groups but we have no option but to 
stand our ground. 

Frank Field MP has tried to tackle 
the migrant worker issue, and in doing 
so has become the darling of the right- 
wing press, but he has jumped to the 
wrong conclusions. It is imperative 
that the government and trade unions 
do not follow suit. It will be tempting, 
especially as the tabloid press whips 
up racism, but it must be resisted. 
Not only will this be economically and 
morally wrong, but it will also be 
political suicide. 

People will never believe that Labour 
can be tough on immigration and we 
should give them the credit for seeing 
the reality before their very eyes. Labour 
talking up the problem will only remind 
voters of its past and current failings. 

Rather, the government should be 
bold and tell the truth. Britain's 
economic revival, however problematic, 
is built on immigrant labour. 
And whatever the short-term economic 
problems the country might experience, 
our long-term survival is dependent on 
more workers and better skilled workers. 
Turn the debate on its head and give 
voters a choice about their own futures. 

Playing Rambo at a time like this is 
neither clever nor hard. =f 


M Nick Lowles is currently writing a 
public policy paper with Jon Cruddas MP 


on Race and Immigration. 
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Vote Hope not Hate on Thi Wi 


STOR THE BNP) 


FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS 
Searchlight has been at the 
forefront of campaigning against 
the BNP in elections. We have 
developed new campaigning tec- 
hniques and _ used _ extensive 
research to tailor our message for 
specific communities. 

Each year we produce separate 
area editions of our election tabloid 
newspaper to allow us to address 
local issues and carry positive 
stories from the communities under 
threat. Last year we also conducted 
a massive voter ID operation 
which identified over 33,000 anti- 
BNP voters in 42 key wards. 
Through direct mail, door-to-door 
canvassing and telephone calls, we 
contacted these people in the final 
48 hours and urged them to vote. 





What can 
earchlight 
o for you? 


The BNP are crude and 
‘Simplistic. They are evil, 

Him} We live in a very competitive 

iaai| region and we need to use all 
our gifts and resources 


for a party that seeks tol, 
divide us. 


Searchlight will continue to 
prioritise its campaigning in the 
wards most at risk but with the 
growing threat of the BNP across the 
country we are also seeking to 
increase the support we can give 
local people. So, whether you are a 
local anti-BNP group, a_ political 
party or a trade union, Searchlight 
can probably help you. 

Searchlight is currently working 
with groups around the country to 
formulate their 2007 campaign 
strategy now. Running a successful 
campaign next spring will largely 
depend on the work done in the 
preceding six months. 

If you would like to discuss your 
local campaign or would like to 
work closer with Searchlight, please 
get in touch. The earlier you contact 


www.stopthebnp.com 





us the more likely it is that will be 


able to help. 
As far as possible Searchlight will 
assist local groups or parties 


develop a coherent strategy for 
taking on the BNP and help form 
partnerships that will see the 
political parties work closer 
together with community groups 
and the trade unions. 

Searchlight will run a number of 
training events over the next few 
months covering different aspects 
of campaigning against the BNP. 
An updated Searchlight training 
pack, containing useful information 
and examples of good practice, is 
currently being prepared. If there is 
something you think should be 
included, then again, let us know. 

Our StoptheBNP.com website 


contains our general anti-BNP 
information, but if you want 
something more specific then 


contact Searchlight on 020 7681 
8660 or email nick@search- 
lightmagazine.com. 

We are not arrogant enough to 
believe that we have all the answers 
nor do we want to run your 
campaigns but we might just be 
able to make a positive difference to 
what you and your group will do 
next year. ~ 


England’s M 
Panesar celebr. 
taking the wick 
of Pakistan’s Um 

Picture: Empics 


MONTY PANESAR 

became an overnight 

hero for English cricket 

last month when his finger 

spin destroyed one of the 

best batting teams in the world. 

With figures of 5-72, Panesar played 

a pivotal role in England's test victory 
over Pakistan. 

Luton-born Panesar’s finger trickery 
again proved vital in the next test at 
Headingly, where he took three 
wickets in Pakistan's second innings. 


He was joined by Bolton-born Sajid Mahood, 
who took four wickets. 

There has been much talk in the media 
about these British-born Asian cricketers. 
They, together with lan Bell and Andrew 
Cook, represent a new generation of English 
players who appear to have the ability and 
the determination to win test matches. 

After 12 months of erratic play, English 
cricket is suddenly looking forward to its 
defence of the Ashes in Australia this summer. 

Panesar and Mahood, whose cousin is the 
British boxer Amir Khan, have been the focus 





of renewed media interest in cricket. 
But they represent merely the avant-garde of 
an emerging generation of British-born 
Asian cricketers entering the first-class game. 

In late July 18-year-old Adil Rashid became 
the second Yorkshire-born Asian to play for 
his county. He starred in a match against 
Warwickshire, taking six for 67 in the visitors’ 
second innings. 

Rashid told journalists that his ambition is 
to play for England and that he would like to 
be a role model for the Asian community. 
“My family are originally from Pakistan and | 








would definitely like to inspire more interest 
in Yorkshire cricket among Asians” The 
Observer reported him saying. 

Rashid is a product of the Yorkshire 
cricketing academy, which has made 
great strides in recent years to rectify its 
previous failure to attract young people of 
Asian heritage. 

Accusations of racism have long been 
levelled at Yorkshire Cricket Club but many 
people believe the bad days are finally over. 
Indeed there are up to seven more young 
cricketers of Asian descent on the fringes of 
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the first team. 

Yorkshire Cricket Club has also been 
active in the community. One initiative 
is Street Cricket, which is helping an 
increasing number of white, black and Asian 
youths from deprived areas to progress to 
train at prestigious facilities such as the 
Yorkshire Academy. 

A joint initiative of the England Cricket 
Board and the Home Office, there are 
Street Cricket sessions helping youngsters 
right across the county. More than 1,000 
teenagers have already passed through its 
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doors. There are Street Cricket projects in 
Huddersfield, Bradford, Rotherham and Hull. 

British-born Asians are now playing first- 
class cricket for several other counties and in 
recent seasons they have had a healthy 
representation in the England U19 team. 

Let us just hope that the likes of 
Panesar, Mahood and Rashid are role models 
for more than their respective Asian 
communities. Just as black players helped 
changed the culture within football, so 
British-born Asians might help break down 
barriers across wider society. ~= 





Goodwin works overtime 
to hold region together 


Nick Lowles 


THE NORTH WEST continues to be 
an enigma for the British National 
Party leadership. The region that saw 
the party’s first significant political 
breakthrough, in 2001, followed by 
stunning gains on Burnley council in 
2003, has slipped into the political mire 
with no serious advances since. 

And yet, most annoyingly for the 
party leaders, the region continues to 
offer glimpses of possible success. 
In the May local elections, the BNP 
averaged 21.5% of the vote in this 
region, compared to 20.0% in Yorkshire 
and 21.2% in the West Midlands. 

The latest round of infighting has 
resulted in the departure of two senior 
BNP organisers, further resignations 
and an increasingly agitated former 
organiser apparently hell-bent on 
damaging the party. 

Long running tension within the 
Oldham branch exploded into open 
warfare over the summer when Anita 
Corbett, the branch organiser, who lives 
in Royton, was deposed by Oldham- 
based Martin Brierley. The change 
was precipitated by frustration at the 
perception that Oldham was being 
overlooked in preference to Royton plus 
complaints that the branch was being 
run inefficiently and poorly. 

Oldham’s previous organiser, Mick 
Treacey, who has become increasingly 
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close to Corbett, took her side and in 
a press release to the local media 
announced that they were leaving. 
Blame was placed firmly at the doors of 
a scheming Brierley, regional organiser 
Roy Goodwin, with whom Treacey has 
never got on, and the former regional 
organiser Bev Jones, who Corbett 
believes was really behind the plot. 

Nick Griffin, the party leader, was 
called in and a compromise appears to 
have been reached whereby Corbett will 
run the now totally autonomous Royton 
branch, leaving Brierley to run Oldham. 
Hostilities might have subsided but it is 
only likely to be temporary. As next 
year’s elections approach, competition 
for resources and activists is likely to 
lead to more conflict between the 
warring factions. 

A more serious split appears to 
have occurred in Blackburn where 
Nick Holt, the party’s local organiser, 
resigned after a semi-public falling-out 
with the BNP hierarchy. In a branch 
beset by political infighting, which has 
had five organisers in the past three 
years, Holt’s resignation is damaging 
not least because he was widely seen as 
the branch’s only competent organiser. 

Tension between the branch and the 
regional party organisation emerged in 
the 2005 general election when 
Blackburn branch was told to prioritise 
the Burnley constituency in the months 
before the election. Blackburn and 
Burnley are historic rivals and this order 
was seen as insulting, not least to Holt 
who was standing in Blackburn and 
had seen his own profile rise as a result 
of a positive two-page profile in the 
Daily Mail. 

Tony Lecomber, then the party's 
group development officer, was 
uncompromising and Blackburn's quite 
public resentment was exploited to the 
full by Mark Cotterill, former leader of 
the American Friends of the BNP, who 
fell out with Griffin shortly after 
moving to Blackburn in 2002. 

Cotterill went on to form the 
England First Party which fielded two 
candidates in Blackburn in this May’s 
local elections, including himself. 
Both won, much to the fury of 

Goodwin and Griffin. Goodwin had 
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ordered Holt to put up rival paper 
candidates to spike Cotterill’s chances. 

The election of two England First 
candidates, coupled with the BNP’s 
own failure to secure a seat, led to 
serious recriminations within the BNP. 
Holt was reprimanded and Goodwin 
demanded his resignation but he 
appeared unrepentant. 

“I am sorry you feel that I have 
‘disgraced’ the British National Party,” 
Holt wrote to Goodwin _ shortly 
afterwards. “I will not resign my post as 
I feel that I have achieved a great deal 
with the Blackburn group and if you 
want me out you will have to sack me, as 
it is not my intention to leave the work 
I have done to be destroyed by 
incompetence and misunderstanding of 
the local situation in Blackburn.” 

In a parting dig at the calibre of 
other BNP councillors whose behaviour 
the leadership had often overlooked 
because they were “loyalists”, Holt 
paid tribute to the Blackburn BNP 
candidates. 

“They would all have made excellent 
councillors and would never disgrace 
the Party as there is not a wife beater, 
communist housewife or violent thug 
amongst them.” 

However Holt did not stand his 
ground for long and resigned as 
organiser early last month. 

Goodwin, and by extension Griffin, 
will be scratching their heads for a 
replacement. Two of the past three 
organisers are close to Cotterill and 
another, former BNP councillor Robin 
Evans, left to form the National 
Socialist Party. The BNP does not have 
the luxury of time. The. death of a 
Conservative councillor is likely to lead 
to a by-election in September and the 
England First Party has already 
indicated its intention to stand. 

Another blow for the BNP was the 
resignation of Tony Wentworth, once 
leader of the party’s youth section. 
Wentworth, originally from southeast 
London but recently a student at 
Salford University, left the BNP a few 
months ago over the party’s dilution of 
core ideas and the treatment of John 
Tyndall, especially after the former 
leader’s death. <j 





FIRST THE GOOD 


NEWS: the 
British National Party’s Richard 
Barnbrook has more than one suit, 
finally. The bad news for Barnbrook is 
that he has only one Barking and 
Dagenham councillor’s identity badge, 
which he never seems to take off. 
Barnbrook looked quite the chap at the 
BNP’s Red, White and Blue festival last 
month, wandering around the field in 
his white suit and attached badge for all 
to admire. 

Perhaps Barnbrook should have given 
some of his insubstantial clothing 
allowance to his fellow Barking and 
Dagenham BNP councillor Claire 
Doncaster. Doncaster was evicted by 
her own council last month for non- 
payment of over £2,000 in rent, which 
forced her to return to the bosom of her 
loving mother, whom bailiffs are also 
chasing for £1,200. If it does not work 
out for her back home, perhaps 
Doncaster should bunk down with 
Councillor Jeffrey Steed, as he only 
owes the council £1,300. 

There are no such financial problems 
for Barnbrook however, as we hear one 
upmarket Sunday newspaper is more 
than willing to fork out the £30 cab fare 
for him to return home to Lewisham, 
south London, after a long session in his 
favourite Irish pub along Dagenham 
Heathway. 

Perhaps Barnbrook likes the green of 
a faux Irish pub after the rejection 
of his demand that the council paint his 
office green. 


Barnbrook in his other suit 


‘Er indoors 

Sometimes, it’s hard to be a woman. 
Imagine being the daughter of the 
BNP’s press officer, Dr Stuart Russell. 
Having a daddy who likes to go by 
another name must be very tough. He 
prefers to be known as Dr Phil Edwards 
when he’s droning on about blacks, 
liberals, lefties, gays etc, etc. You can 
imagine the very real joy over breakfast, 
while Russell recounts to his daughter 
and wife the glorious conspiracy 
theories and opinions on the state of the 
nation while reading his BNP 
newspaper, The Voice of Freedom. 

Except for last month perhaps. 
Chances are the “Doc”, as he is 
affectionately known by his few 
admirers in the party, had to hide his 
copy of the nazi news monthly for fear 
of offending Miss Russell. Indeed, 
many in the British National Party 
would have been squirteling away their 
copies, all thanks to “Steve Johnson's” 
article. 

Johnson threw down the gauntlet 
in an article on immigration about 
what he sees as an excessive number of 
Poles living in this great land of ours. 
He went on to state that Poles came 
from “under developed” Eastern 
European countries, which is similar to 
the sort of derisive language Mr Russell 
would himself normally use for black 
people from Africa. 

Indeed, Johnson went on to claim 
that the good old Brit would soon be 
in a minority in his own country! 
According to Johnson, we're also 
going to have to do Morris Dances to 
placate and entertain our new masters. 
Scary stuff, but one doesn’t suppose 
that young Miss Russell would have 
shared the concerns of her father’s 
good friend. 

Indeed, she probably would not have 
been very happy with Johnson's 
opinion that the Prime Minister 
should “dispatch” them [Poles] back 
to their own country, “where they are 
really needed”. . 

You see, before Miss Russell’s mum 








became the first Mrs Russell, she went 
by the name of Krystina Wozniak, 
daughter of Tadeusz Wozniak. Perhaps 
Julie should ask her dad for an 
introduction to Mr Johnson so that they 
may have an in-depth discussion about 
Polish immigration. Indeed, it could be 
a very enlightening conversation. 

On the subject of Eastern Europeans, 
who could forget “Joe” the Hungarian 
who ran the burger stall at the BNP’s 
Red, White and Blue festival a few years 
ago? Poor Joe, while trying to make an 
honest living selling burgers to Aryans, 
was the victim of some astonishing 
verbal attacks from the assembled crank 
and file membership which became so 
bad that Nick Griffin himself had to 
defend Joe on the grounds that he was a 
friend and of course white. 

Things do have a habit of changing 
in the BNP, don't they? What else 
could they possibly change their 
opinion about next? Some suggest 
Sharon Ebanks, the BNP’s erstwhile 
Birmingham councillor, talk to the 
Caribbean Times about her childhood 
with her black father. | 
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News in brief 


Chronology of hate 


THE RECENT SPATE of terror alerts, 
including the alleged plot to bring 
down a number of transatlantic 
passenger planes creating horror on 
an “unimaginable scale’, for which 11 
people have so far been charged, 
has sparked a wave of hysteria 
precipitating a downward spiral of fear 
and suspicion that is causing many to 
take leave of their senses. 

People have been removed by armed 
security guards from aeroplanes about 
to depart solely, it would seem, because 
of their appearance. There have been 
several well-publicised passenger 
“mutinies” resulting in Asian and Middle 
Eastern passengers, or indeed anyone 
thought to be speaking Arabic, being 
ordered off planes despite the fact that 
they have passed through the same 
rigorous security procedures as 
everyone else. 

These instances of discrimination 
based on prejudice, fear and ignorance 
are not isolated. On an almost daily 
basis the tabloid press in increasingly 
hysterical terms attacks asylum seekers, 
refugees and _ foreign workers, 
particularly those from Eastern Europe, 
who it categorically asserts are 
responsible for stealing British jobs, 
undercutting wages, sponging off our 
social services, putting an intolerable 
strain on our schools and hospitals, 
causing rising crime and spreading 
diseases such as TB and HIV. This 
hysteria is already reaching appreciable 
proportions vis-a-vis the impending 
accession of Bulgaria and Romania to 
the EU. It is against this backdrop that 
the country is experiencing a sharp rise 
in racist attacks. 

It is a well known but sad fact that 
most victims of racial violence suffer in 
silence. Even so, those crimes that are 
reported make for depressing reading. 
The Home Office reports that racist 
incidents and __ racially/religiously 
aggravated offences are up 7% and 
6% respectively on last year. 

The list below of racist crimes 
reported in the first half of August 
gives a frightening snapshot of the 
rising tide of intolerance that daily 
manifests itself on our streets: 


™ An Asian newsagent, Ghulam 


Mohammed, is beaten up by two 
teenage shoplifters, part of a local 
gang who regularly steal from 
shops, vandalise property and hurl 
racial abuse at passers-by. 





Wei-Wang, a 41-year-old Chinese 
national who was seeking asylum in 
Britain, is murdered in a “totally 
unprovoked” attack close to his 
home in Springburn Road, Glasgow. 

® Riot police are stoned by a mob of 
approximately 60 people in 
Hawkshead Crescent at the heart of 
the Seacroft Estate in Leeds after 
they try to break up a“mini-riot” that 
began when the group attacked the 
house of a black family who had 
arrived on the estate that week. 

™@® Chorley Conservative Councillor 
Shaun Smith is suspended after 
he is charged with a racially 
aggravated public order offence 
and common assault following an 
incident at a taxi rank at 
Manchester airport on 19 June. 

™ A 20-strong gang in Glasgow 
punches a_ heavily pregnant 
Palestinian woman, Hiba Bidwan, in 
the stomach as well as assaulting 
her husband and her two children 
aged eight and five. 

i Two girls in Hull aged 10 and 19 
months are assaulted by a group of 
four teenagers as they play near 
their home in Bathurst Street. Police 
are treating the attack as racially 
motivated. 

ti! Three young men are sentenced to 
a total of 13 years’ imprisonment 
following a vicious racist attack on 
Khalid Iqbal in Edinburgh on 1 May 
2005, which left him permanently 
disfigured. 

i The Al-Birr Masjid mosque in Sarum 
Hill, Basingstoke, is set ablaze in an 
arson attack, which took 16 
firefighters two hours to bring 
under control. Police are treating 
the attack as racially motivated. 

™® Several people are admitted to 
hospital suffering the effects of 
smoke inhalation following a 
suspected arson attack on a house 
belonging to a Polish family in 
Castleagh Road, Belfast. A 24-year- 
old man has been arrested. Police in 
County Antrim are also seeking 
information on a racially motivated 
attack in Bushmills after a house in 
the Main Street area was daubed 
with racist graffiti and its windows 
were broken. 

™ A petrol bomb attack on the 
homes of two Korean groups in 
Newtownabbey near Belfast is 
suspected to be the work of racists. 


™ The Liverpool Daily Post reports that 
889 racially motivated crimes took 
place in the city between April 2005 
and March 2006, ranging from 
serious racial assault (6%) to racist 
graffiti (81%). Since March a further 
287 racist incidents have been 
logged by Liverpool Council's Anti- 
Social Behaviour Unit (LASBU). 

t@ A 41-year-old pregnant Nigerian 
woman and her two children aged 
10 and 11 are covered in white gloss 
paint poured from the window of a 
derelict building in Kensington, 
Liverpool, on her way home from a 
church function. Police are treating 
it as racially motivated. 

fm A Chinese father is hit with a 
hammer and threatened with a gun 
before teenage attackers try to run 
over his daughter with a car they 
had stolen from him. 

i The Jubilee International Church, 
Mayeswood Road, _ southeast 
London, is set ablaze in a racist arson 
attack following the conversion of 
the former Baptist church to become 
a Pentecostal ministry. 

m® A petrol bomb is thrown through 
the window of Swindon mosque in 
Broad Street, which is also daubed 
with swastikas and anti-Islamic 
abuse. This is the third time the 
mosque has been attacked. A 22- 
year-old-man has since been 
charged with one count of 
attempted arson, one of arson, four 
counts of religiously aggravated 
criminal damage and one count of 
possession of an offensive weapon. 
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Band acts against BNP 


KAISER CHIEFS have taken action against the BNP after 
the party used one of their songs on a promotional video. 
The party apparently used the track “I Predict A Riot” for a 
promotional video that appeared on YouTube, which allows 
subscribers to put their own films online. The video has 
now been taken down after the band complained. 

The BNP is denying that the song appeared on it. 
A spokesman told the BBC: “This isn’t the type of music 
our party would ever want to be associated with, like rap 
music we think it’s wrong to play this stuff, what’s wrong 
with Beethoven?” 

A spokesman for Kaisers Chiefs said that the band were 
upset by the song being used and stressed that they did not 
want fans to think they were associated with the BNP’s views. 


BNP jailbird given leave to appeal 


AS SEARCHLIGHT REPORTED last month, following 
a visit from none other than the BNP leader Nick Griffin, 
eager to see how Britain's very own Rudolf Hess was getting 
on, Kevin Hughes, the BNP’s top “political prisoner” who is 
serving a two and a half year sentence in HMP 
Featherstone, Wolverhampton, for a racist attack on an 
Iraqi asylum seeker, soon found himself in hot water with 
fellow inmates and for his own safety was moved to the 
prison’s vulnerable prisoners unit, predominantly a safe 
haven for sex offenders. 

The BNP has since chosen this shining beacon of law and 
order as its “activist of the year”. Now that he is essentially 
separated from the rest of the prison population Hughes has 
been given permission to use a portable CD player to help him 
while away the hours. The BNP has appealed to members to 
send him suitable CD recordings. “Jail House Rock” 
immediately springs to mind here at Searchlight though “74 
Jail Break” by AC/DC might give Hughes the wrong idea. 

There was better news for Hughes on 19 August when he 
heard that he had been granted leave to appeal his 30-month 
sentence. The BNP was delighted though any notion that 
the release of a man found guilty of a violent racist assault is 
imminent seems little more than wishful thinking. Hughes 
looks destined to remain behind bars a while longer. 
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Back to normal on the election front 


FOUR BY-ELECTIONS at the end of July brought a raft of dismal 
results for the BNP, two weeks after the party’s second place in 
Redbridge. In Dartford BNP candidate Kevin Saunders polled 
240 votes in Heath Ward (13.2%), which proved enough to win 
him third place. His vote might have been higher had there not 
been a four way split in the rightwing vote between the 
Conservatives, UK Independence Party, New England Party 
and the BNP. 

Janette Pedrick also took third place for the BNP in Grange 
ward, Rushmoor, with 137 votes, little more than half the votes 
she got in the same ward in May. 

In the Greenhead ward of Kirklees there was far less reason 
for jubilation. Barry Fowler put the BNP bottom of the poll with 
a mere 148 votes (3.2%), less than half the vote and percentage 
Stuart Exley took for the BNP in May. Perhaps voters are 
somewhat less than impressed with the performance of the 
BNP’s three councillors in the borough. 

Patricia Scott did moderately better in Scarborough coming 
fourth with 181 votes (12.8%). In doing so she beat both 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats. Nevertheless she lost out to 
two independent candidates and the victorious Conservative. 


Results 
Grange ward, Rushmoor B.C. 25 July 2006 
Name Party Votes % 


Hazel Manning Lib Dem Shleveiaings Sy 
Rosemary Possee Conservative 37.4 
Janette Pedrick BNP US 7ir eealules: 
Clive Grattan Labour 94 7.9 
Turnout 30.7% 
Heath ward, Dartford B.C. 27 July 2006 
Name Party Votes % 
Andrew Lloyd Conservative 637 35.1 
Patrick Kelly Labour 518 286 
Kevin Saunders BNP 240 ~=—-13.2 
Michael Wiltshire UKIP 179 9.9 
Steven Uncles NewEngland 174 9.6 
Stuart Jeffrey Green 65 3.6 
Turnout: 38.0% 


Greenhead ward, Kirklees M.B.C. 27 July 2006 
Name Party Votes % 


Barbara Jones Labour 2,904 63.5 
John O'Reilly Lib Dem 814 17.8 
Paul Murphy Conservative 287 6.3 
Paul Cooney Green 240 53 
David Ellis Respect 178 3.9 
Barry Fowler BNP 148 32 
Turnout: 35.1% 


Filey ward, Scarborough District Council 27 July 2006 
Name Party Votes % 


Geoffrey Cullern 
Michael Cockerill 
Samuel Cross 

Patricia Scott 

Gordon Johnson 
Elizabeth Carrington 
Michael Heslop-Mullens 


Conservative 322 22.8 
Independent 312 22.1 
Independent 282 20.0 
BNP 181 12.8 
Independent 127 9.0 
Labour 126 8.9 
Lib Dem 62 44 











Homenews 


Council Watch 


Council Watch is a new Searchlight column that will every month 
look at the performance and activities of British National Party 


councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


BNP gains new councillor 
The number of BNP councillors rose to 
54 last month when Mike Howard, 
previously an independent councillor 
on Mostyn Community Council, 
Flintshire, switched to the party. 

A former Coldstream Guard, 
Howard, 69, distributed a letter to 
residents explaining his decision. 

“My reason for writing to you is 
as follows: 

“My conscience will no longer allow 
me to support Government Policies. 
Jobs, Pensions, Health Service, law and 
order, Immigration, to name but a few 
that are sorely neglected. ... 

“Accordingly, I have decided to 
support the British National Party. 
Not to be confused with the National 
Front, which is a militant organisation.” 

However, his conscience did not extend 
to political integrity and he steadfastly 
refused to stand down and re-contest his 
seat. “I see no reason why I should resign 
my seat. The community council is not 
political and, as a private individual, I can 
support which party I like.” 

Strangely, he did not take the same 
apolitical line when he included a BNP 
leaflet in the letter he sent to local 
residents. 


Councillor charged with assault 
The BNP’s sole councillor in Redditch 
has appeared before magistrates on 
three charges of assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm. David Enderby, 45, 
was elected in May by a margin of just 
12 votes. 

The councillor, who described 
himself as a tool-maker and a former 
member of the SAS in his campaign 
leaflet, told local journalists: “I’m not 
guilty of any offence at all.” Magistrates 
adjourned his case until 1 September 
and remanded him on bail. 

Enderby’s arrest came just two 
months after his election agent in the 
May campaign was sentenced to 30 
months in prison for a vicious and 
unprovoked racial assault on an Iraqi 
asylum seeker. Kevin Hughes, who is 


féted as a political prisoner on the 
BNP’s website with constant appeals for 
people to write to him and send him 
“suitable reading material” and CDs, 
was granted leave to appeal his sentence 
last month. 


BNP claims credibility 

The latest issue of the BNP’s monthly 
newspaper The Voice of Freedom, crows 
about the party’s growing credibility in 
Stoke-on-Trent. The article follows 
the award of the position of chair of the 
Health Commission to Mark Leat, one 
of the party’s councillors. 

“Over the previous two years the 
undemocratic Labour controlled 
council in Stoke had effectively banned 
the two BNP councillors from taking 
part in the democratic process by 
passing a rule which stopped them 
taking up seats on committees and 
commissions,” the paper writes. 

“After the BNP gains and the 
subsequent weakening of the Labour 
group, it was unable to continue with 
this affront to democracy and all five 
councillors, under the new leadership of 
Alby Walker, have taken an average of 
five seats each on committees and 
commissions with the long term plan of 
fully understanding the democratic 
process, and working towards the day 
when the BNP hold the majority on 
Stoke Council.” 

The Mayor and senior councillors 
believed that they had little choice 
but to award the position to the 
BNP but others in the Labour Party 
are less impressed. 

In a separate move, the BNP 
councillors in Stoke-on-Irent staged a 
protest against Halal meat being served 
in city schools. 

They have also been investigating 
NorSCARK, the local anti-BNP group 
which works closely with Searchlight, in 
the belief that it receives over £40,000 
of public money a year. The Voice of 
Freedom made the mad claim that 
NorSCARF spent £28,000 in the recent 


local elections. 











Delay 

The trial of Richard Mulhall, a BNP 
councillor in Calderdale, on housing < 
benefit fraud charges has been 
postponed until October after a leading 

witness was taken ill. 


Out the door 

Barking and Dagenham BNP councillor 
Claire Doncaster faced the humiliation 
of being evicted from her council house 
for rent arrears. Jumping before she 
was pushed, Doncaster handed in her 
keys voluntarily after a court order 
was obtained. 

She was one of three newly elected 
BNP councillors in the borough who 
were well behind with their rent. 

“This makes a mockery of their 
defence of council tenants,” a leading 
Labour councillor told Searchlight. 
“They go on about council waste 
but their refusal to pay their rent 
simply transfers their costs onto other 
local people.” 


Trouble and strife 
It seems that all is not well within 
Barking and Dagenham BNP, as 
some new councillors are becoming 
increasingly annoyed with 
the behaviour of Richard 
Barnbrook. 

Last month four BNP 
activists distributed 
anti-Barnbrook 
leaflets outside a 
Dagenham pub and 
betting office. The 
leaflets claimed 
that the BNP was 
failing in its 
promises and called 
for Barnbrook to stand 
down as group leader. 












Claire Doncaster with 
Richard Barnbrook 





Clean-up, clean-up everywhere 

When the BNP comes across a good 
idea, it likes to repeat it. Across the 
country reports have been coming in of 


BNP councillors and __ prospective 
candidates for the 2007 council 
elections involved in “clean-up” 


operations in their target wards. 

Teams of BNP activists have been 
clearing litter in strategic locations, of 
course all in the presence of a camera. 

Pendle, East London, Tameside and 
Morley (Leeds) have all seen BNP 


“clean-up” teams in recent weeks. 

“It’s just another example of the 
BNP working in the community and 
why the yellow BNP clean-up team 
jackets are becoming the highly visible 
trademark of the BNP’s local 
activists,” noted the latest copy of The 
Voice of Freedom. 

In Morley, where BNP organiser 
Chris Beverley was elected in May, the 
clean-up team was joined by the 
independent councillor who is up for 
re-election next May. 


Sacked terrorist ran BNP election campaign 


by Gerry Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S 
return of election expenditure in a 
recent Redbridge council by- 
election shows that Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, has lied over the status 
of a convicted terrorist. 

Although the documents state 
that John Evans paid all the bills for 
printing the large number of leaflets 
the BNP distributed in Bridge ward, 
copies of invoices show it was Tony 
Lecomber who ran the campaign, in 
which the BNP came within 157 
votes of taking what had been a safe 
Conservative seat. 

Lecomber was sacked as the BNP’s 
group development officer and head 
of internal discipline in January after 
it emerged that he had sought out a 
meeting with the Liverpool gangster 
Joey Owens in which he suggested 
Owens “take out” a Cabinet minister. 
Owens, who had been Griffin's 
personal bodyguard until revelations 
about his gangland activities 
surfaced, was suspicious, thinking it 
was an attempt at entrapment of 
himself, the BNP or both. He reported 
Lecomber's suggestion to Griffin and 
threatened to go to the press if 
Lecomber was not dismissed. 

Griffin hesitated but eventually 
forced him out. A BNP organisers’ 
bulletin announced that Lecomber 
had resigned after “making a 
serious error of judgement” which 
could have “caused embarrassment 
to the party” 

This was not Lecomber’s first 
brush with terrorism and violence. 
Although his long criminal career is 
well known to BNP members and 
senior officers, it had not until this 
year prevented his rise to the party's 
highest echelons. 


In the mid 1980s Lecomber 
received a derisory three-year prison 
sentence after a nail bomb he was 
trying to deliver to the headquarters 
of a leftwing organisation went off 
prematurely in his car. When the 
Bomb Squad searched his home in 
Ilford, east London, they found 
home-made hand-grenades and 
electronic detonators. 

On his release from prison, John 
Tyndall, then the BNP leader, warmly 
greeted the mad bomber, as 
Lecomber has become known, and 
promoted him in the party. 

Lecomber changed his 
appearance. Gone was the street 
fighting nazi in a T-shirt that 
proclaimed the SS as his heroes, and 
in came a dark suit, glasses, white 
shirt and tie. That is how he was 
dressed when he and a gang of BNP 
thugs beat a young Jewish teacher 
senseless, a crime that got him 
another three years in jail. 

Again after his return promotion 
was rapid. Tyndall might have 
expected some gratitude for 
standing by him, and even viewing 
Lecomber as his successor to 
the party leadership, but when 
Griffin moved to take over the BNP it 
was Lecomber who undermined 
Tyndall and became known as the 
Witchfinder General, using his 
position to deal ruthlessly with 
anyone who spoke up for Tyndall. 

Lecomber’s resignation was not 
the whole story. He remained on the 
party payroll and while some party 
officers’ questions about Lecomber’s 
status were answered with lies, others 
were quietly told that his departure 
was only temporary and he would 
return when the dust had settled. 








Chris Beverley's clean-up team 
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Griffin has even claimed that 
Lecomber may have been acting 
strangely when he met Owen 
because his diabetes gives him mood 
swings. Those who have known him 
since his early teens believe he is 
simply pathologically violent. 

That Lecomber is still pulling 
many strings in the BNP is clear from 
the Bridge ward election return. 
Only two invoices are from suppliers 
outside the party itself. Both are 
addressed to Lecomber, one at his 
home address. 

Searchlight had wondered how the 
BNP managed to produce nine leaflets 
within the election limit of barely over 
£1,000. The return shows that over half 
the expenditure went on 5,500 A3 
colour leaflets printed by Pioneer Print 
of South Woodford for £424.00. Five 
thousand postcards from 1clickprint 
cost £80 and the other seven leaflets 
were supplied by the party print shop 
for a mere £306.30. Election agents 
are supposed to declare goods and 
services supplied at less than market 
value but the documents are silent on 
this point. 

The return. also lists three 
donations of over £50: from Sylvia 
Howard, Alan Thrower and John 
Evans, all in Redbridge. 

Griffin and Eddy Butler, the BNP’s 
elections officer, were presumably 
happy with Lecomber’s role in the 
campaign but others in the party may 
be less enamoured with Griffin's lies. 





_Bookreview 


Mistake or deliberate act? 


Alfio Bernabei reviews a new book that examines 
Britain’s shameful treatment of Italian antifascists during 


the Second World War. 


Waiting for Hitler by Midge Gillies, Hodder and Stoughton, 2006, ISBN: 0340837985 





FOR JEWISH REFUGEES and Italian 
antifascists it was a bitter blow to be 
arrested and interned by the British 
authorities in 1940 as “enemy aliens’. 

Why enemies? The Jewish refugees 
had arrived in the UK to seek 
sanctuary from the racist laws passed 
in Germany and Italy. The Italian 
antifascists had either fled the country 
to avoid arrest or, in the case of those 
already resident in Britain, devoted 
their energies to denounce fascism. 

Worse than the arrests, perhaps, was 
the realisation that, once behind 
barbed wire, they were going to be 
treated in the same way as Nazis and 
fascists, many of whom could be heard 
boasting praises for their leaders. 

Most of them suffered the 
humiliation in silence (letters were 
censored). A few challenged the camp 
authorities and went on a hunger 
strike. Colonel T A Robertson of MI5 
visited Camp Peel on the Isle of Man 
when 58 internees refused to take 
meals and filed a petition asking to be 
separated from the fascists. They were 
temporarily moved to another camp. 
But as soon as they heard they were to 
be returned to Peel, their anger 
erupted once more: “Why should 
we return [to Peel] from where we 
appealed to be removed? The 
antifascists among us have the right to 
know why we are sent back to Peel to 
be looked upon as fascists.” 

It is not clear why the British 
authorities failed to understand that 
putting Jewish refugees and Italian 
antifascists next to their worst 
enemies was an insult to their dignity 
as human beings. Some of their 
relatives were outraged. This is 
reflected in a letter that was sent to 
Ludwig Baruch, interned at a camp in 
Seaton, by his fiancée Hilda. She 
wrote: “| think it is a damned scandal 
that you, and people like you, are 
interned and have to share the same 
accommodation as Nazi minded 
people off U-boats ... It must be 
terrible for a person who hates nazi- 
ism so much as you do to have to share 
accommodation with them.” 


The letter is quoted in Midge Gillies’s 
Waiting for Hitler. In her vivid 
compilation of events in 1940 she 
touches on the internment of aliens 
and quotes the testimonies of people 
such as Hilda and Renée Chambers 
whose father, Decio Anzani, presents 
perhaps the most telling example 
of the injustice in the internment 
of antifascists. 

Anzani was a well-known tailor 
cutter who arrived in London from 
Italy in 1911 and later became 
prominent among the group of Italian 
antifascists in Soho who launched a 
fierce campaign against Mussolini. 
The dictator's spies in London 
described Anzani as “the most 
respected Italian antifascist in the UK” 
In around 1932 he became the 
honorary secretary of the London 
branch of the Italian League for the 
Rights of Man. This was an antifascist 
organisation largely made up of Italian 
political refugees. The League produc- 
ed pamphlets with titles that said it all: 
The Menace of fascism, What fascism 
has done to the Italian people, etc. 

Anzani had become known to 
William Gillies, the International 
Secretary of the Labour Party, who 
helped distribute the pamphlets. 
Copies were scrutinised by MI5 to 
make sure they did not contain 
subversive material. Ever since 
Mussolini had thundered against 
foreign governments who were 
harbouring “culpable hands” that 
wanted to kill him (after a British 
woman, Violet Gibson, had attempted 
to shoot him in 1926), the British 
police and MI5 had kept Italian 
antifascists under strict surveillance. 

Crucially, however, Anzani’s name 
was also on a list of antifascists to 
be protected in the event of war. 
Gillies had compiled this list in 1938 
at the request of the Home Office. 
Those on it believed they were secure. 
They were mistaken. When Mussolini 
declared war on Britain on 10 
June 1940, Anzani and the other anti- 
fascists were among the 4,500 Italians 
interned. 





ae ere 





Waiting 
for Hitler 


Voices from Brituinon the Brink of hevasion 
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MIDGE GILLIES} 


Gillies was shocked. He sent a 
memorandum to the Home Office and 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill to 
remind them of the government's 
pledge to protect the antifascists. Why 
had they been arrested? Sylvia 
Pankhurst, the suffragette who was 
one of Anzani’s_ friends, also 
intervened as did Herbert Morrison, 
who was at the time Minister of 
Supply. For Anzani however it was too 
late. He was put on board the 
Arandora Star, a ship that was sunk on 
its way to Canada with nearly 1,200 
internees on board including 712 
Italians. He was among the 446 who 
perished. 

Questions remain about whether 
the internment of antifascists was 
a mistake or a _ deliberate act. 
The government had earlier decided 
not to grant British citizenship to 
aliens who were representatives of 
political parties or overtly politicised, 
including antifascists. | Especially 
among Italians, antifascism was 
almost synonymous with socialism or 
communism. Is it possible that the 
authorities had decided to consider 
“alien” antifascists, temporarily at least, 
undeserving of trust and best kept 
behind barbed wire? 

While the internment in itself must 
have made them feel the victims of a 
grave injustice, the policy that put 
them on the same moral level as nazis 
and fascists must have appeared, to 
many of them, inexplicably perverse. 
Anzani’s story is a reminder that 
antifascists should be protected and 
respected at all times because the 
message they carry is indispensable to 
world peace. gj 
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including UK p&p 
Searchlight’s calendar 


includes some of 
Mike’s stunning social 
and political 
photographs alongside 
next year’s main labour 
movement events 
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NEW FROM SEARCHLIGHT 


CABLE STREET TO OLDHAM 
70 years of community resistance 


Over 200 pages recount community 
resistance to fascism over the past 
70 years. Packed with photographs 
and eyewitness accounts this is an 

indispensible history of our 
own movement. 


To be released in late September, 
you can order your copy from 
Searchlight for £5.99, plus 
£1.50 postage (UK only). 


Send cheques/PO to 
Searchlight Educational Trust 
PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG 


















































International 
roundup - 


diel 


German nazi 
Michael Krick 


DANIEL FERET, president of the 
extreme-right Front National (FN), 
has used most of his party’s state 
subsidies for this year to buy an 
upmarket residence in a French 
tourist resort. 

Féret (pictured) “invested” €250,000 
(£170,000) of his party’s funds in a 
posh villa near Cap d’Agde in 
southern France, according to four 
former colleagues. Charles Pire, Jean- 
Pierre Borbouse (both regional MPs 
for the FN), Patrick Sessler and 
Emmanuele Licari also belonged to 
the board of the AFFN, which 
supervises the FN’s finances, but Féret 
expelled them from both the AFFN 
and the party itself as soon as trouble 
over the “investment” erupted. 

Féret, who was recently convicted for 













BELGIUM: FN president dips party funds 





MEMBERS OF THE Aktion Front 
South Holland South (AFZHZ), a 
newly formed nazi group, went on 
a violent racist rampage in mid May it 
has recently been revealed. Six nazis 
severely beat up an Antillean man in 
Papendrecht on the evening of 19 May, 
leaving him with a head wound, a 
shattered eye-socket, some broken ribs 
and several lost teeth. Three of the 
attackers are currently in custody. 
Although details were only revealed 
in July, the Justice Department is 
maintaining silence about the affair. 
The nazis have been frequent 
visitors to a youth centre in 
Papendrecht. Three weeks 
before the attack the centre’s 
management was summoned 
to the town hall to be told 
that police had launched an 
investigation into the 
AFZHZ, in particular 
‘Robbie Groeneveld, 24, 
“who is one of the suspects 
for the assault. One of 
Groeneveld’s partners- 
in-crime was the 
convicted German nazi 
Michael Krick, a 
leading figure in 
Eite Homan’s Racial 
Volunteer Force. 
Others accused of being 
involved in the attack 
| were the former Brigade M 
guitarist Stefan Verkooyen, 
who is also being held, and 


racism, has repeatedly been accused of 
using the party’s money for private 
purposes. Early in 2005, senator 
Francis Detraux, the FN’s former 
treasurer and currently president of the 
rival Force Nationale (National Force), 
asked Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt 
to put an immediate end to state 
subsidies for the FN after he 
discovered that a considerable amount 
of money had suddenly “disappeared” 
from the party’s accounts. The only 
person who has ever had access to the 
money is Féret 

As if these problems were not 
enough, the Brussels regional 
parliament — in which Féret and his 
partner Audrey Rorive sit — recently 
decided to take away the couple’s 
parliamentary immunity after the 


~ NETHERLANDS: Nazis run amok 


Margot van Trienen, Krick’s girlfriend. 

AFZHZ is a radical nazi group that 
uses a logo of the former Dutch Nazi 
Party (NSB), the Wolfsangel, with 
the addition of two crossed swords. 
During the Nazi occupation of the 
Netherlands, this symbol denoted NSB 
members working in the “justice” 
department or the police. Apparently 
AFZHZ members see themselves as 
nazi “bringers of justice”. 

The AFZHZ claims to be politically 
independent and to have no leaders or 
members. Its declared aims are to fight 
against multiculturalism and to 
confront “left-wing gangs of anti- 
fascists” and others who “threaten our 
nation with anti-white terror”. 

Not surprisingly, it also opposes 
“Bush and Sharon and their zionist [sic] 
friends all over the world” and lavishes 
praise on Hitler's right-hand men 
Rudolf Hess and the SS chief Reinhard 
Heydrich. The AFZHZ website has 
made Hitler’s Mein Kampf and articles 
about the “eternal Jew” available 
for download. 

Until recently, the AFZHZ had 
mainly been seen at nazi rallies in 
Germany, for example one in 
Mannheim on 8 April in support of 
“freedom for Ernst Ziindel, David 
Irving and Siegfried Verbeke”, three 
Holocaust deniers currently in jail in 
European countries. Now it is seeking 
notoriety in the Netherlands as well. 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Utrecht 



















revelation of “irregularities” surrounding 
the FN’s electoral list for the 2004 
European Parliament elections. 

From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet — Résistances in 
Brussels 


DENMARK: Nazism Seca in Danish People’s Party 


NAZI ACTIVITY HAS been 
revealed in the rightwing anti- 
immigrant populist Danish People’s 
Party (DPP). According to the daily 
Ekstra Bladet, the DPP’s leader in 
Kalundborg, Dan Jochumsen 
(pictured), doubles up as the boss of 
the local branch of the rightwing 
extremist Danish Front (DF). 

The DF was launched four years ago 
as a broad forum for Denmark’s small 


SWEDEN: Top nazi gets officer 
training 


A BRANCH LEADER of the nazi 
Swedish Resistance Movement (SMR) 
began a 326-day training course as a 
non-commissioned officer in the 
Swedish Army last month, despite a 
public statement by Leni Bjorklund, the 
Defence Minister, that nazis are “not 
welcome”. 

Patrik Dyrsch, 20, drew attention to 
himself as recently as 27 July with an 
article on the SMR’s website in which 
he questioned whether “due to the so- 
called ‘holocaust” Germany should send 
peacekeeping forces to Lebanon. Only a 
few days earlier in another signed article 
he proclaimed the swastika to be one of 
several Aryan symbols. 

In April, it emerged that another 
conscript, also active in the SMR, was 
being given special services training, 
though he was removed from the course 
because it was found he had a conviction 
for an arms offence. At that time 
Bjorklund stated firmly: “We will not 
have any nazis in the Swedish forces. 
There is no room for nazi values in 
activities whose object is the armed 
defence of all Swedes.” 

The minister added: “Anyone doing 
military service must be able to trust 
their colleagues and a_ person 
sympathising with violent xenophobic 
ideologies is simply not suitable”. As far 
as is known, Dyrsch has no convictions 
and it is possible that he cannot legally 
be dismissed simply because of his 
nazi beliefs. 

From Daniel Olsson and Mikael 
Ekman for Expo and Antifa-Net in 
Stockholm 


band of rightwing extremists and 
hardcore fascist-type racists. Since 
then it has evolved into an organisation 
which has local branches and stages 
nazi concerts and demonstrations. 
On 8 July it put on a gig featuring the 
antisemitic Swedish hate rock band 
Angriff. The DF also has well- 
developed links with the Swedish 
white power music outfit Nordvind. 
Ekstra Bladet’s exposure of Jochumsen 
came only weeks after it revealed the 
arrest of the DF spokesman Julius 
Borgesen for inciting an arson attack on 
the home of Lars Lokke Rasmussen, 
the Interior Minister. Borgesen, who 
has since resigned, is also suspected of 
an arms offence and could face 16 years 
in jail. 
Jochumsen 
gymnastics 


performed verbal 
when confronted by 





journalists about his dual membership 


of the DPP and the DF, saying: 
“T don't know how to explain it but I 
keep these things separated”. He also 
claimed that he does not hate Jews but 
“only the satanic Muslims”. However, 
evidence from DF’s internet forum 
demonstrates that Jochumsen, who 
was turfed out of the DPP within 
hours of the scandal breaking, is a vile 
racist who, for example, proposed the 
establishment of a fund to pay the fines 
of “patriots” who had “hit a monkey in 
self defence”. 

Although the DPP has expelled 
him, it is known that several other 
leading DF activists got their political 
training at the DPP’s youth centre 
in Arhus. 

From Daniel Olsson for Expo 
and Antifa-Net in Gothenburg 


RUSSIA: Racist violence mars Airborne Troops Day 


ONE PERSON DIED and over two 
dozen were injured in the latest wave of 
nationalist and racist violence in Russia. 
The violence was linked to the 
celebration of Airborne Troops Day on 2 
August. Traditionally on this day racist 
mobs raid open-air markets, whose 
traders are mainly from the Caucasus, 
Central Asia, China and Vietnam. 
This year, raids occurred in at least five 
cities: Irkutsk, Kazan, Moscow, 
Novosibirsk and Togliatti, leaving 15 
people badly injured. In Moscow and 
Togliatti, drunken nationalist veterans 
of the airborne forces attacked people of 
“non-Slavic” appearance and “con- 
fiscated” goods from their stalls. 
Skinheads were increasingly active in 
Moscow over the same period. On 30 
July two Iranians were attacked and 
beaten up outside Frunzenskaya metro 
station. On 2 August a skinhead shot an 


airborne troops veteran of non-Slavic 
appearance with a gas pistol. Later that 
day, in the southwest of Moscow, a 19- 
year-old man from Uzbekistan was 
stabbed to death and a Turkish citizen 
wounded. And on 5 August a group of 
skinheads attacked three people from 
Dagestan. The victims sustained multiple 
stab wounds and two were hospitalised 
with life-threatening injuries. 

Besides the skinheads, incidents of 
ageressive nationalism by apparently 
apolitical Russians have increasingly 
been reported. On 25 July a resident of 
Novosibirsk spent an hour firing his 
hunting gun at passers-by who looked 
like they came from the Caucasus, 
hitting three people. 

From Mina Sodman for Antifa- 
Netin St Petersburg (with 
acknowledgements to the SOVA 
Centre in Moscow) 


Croatia: Fans form human swastika 


CROATIAN FOOTBALL FANS disgraced themselves with their racist behaviour 
following their team’s victory over World Cup winners Italy. 

During a warm-up match ahead of the Euro 2008 qualification match in Livorno, 
a group of Croatian fans created a human swastika in the stands while making Nazi 
salutes. More than 60 fans were involved and about half of the Croat fan group also 


gave the “Heil Hitler” salute. 


A video of the incident has been obtained by FARE, an international football 
project, and has been sent on to FIFA and UEFA. 

Kurt Wachter, from Austrian FARE partner FairPlay-VIDC, said: “The photos 
and video footage that have been sent to us clearly show the Croatian fans forming 
a human swastika. These kind of actions are highly organised and illustrate that 
football must continue to intensify its work against racism. 

“FIFA have recently toughened up their sanctions for dealing with incidents like 
this. We hope they are ready to use them.” 

Similar human swastikas were formed at football matches in Germany and Poland 


last year. 







Thousands flock to nazi festival 


Paul Allen for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net reports 
from Dresden 


Thomas Wulff 
performs as the 
liberator of 
Europe 






































OVER 6,500 FASCISTS showed up for a 
festival organised by Deutsche Stimme, 
the monthly newspaper of Germany’s 
biggest nazi party, the National 
Democrats (NPD), in Dresden on 5 
August. The east German city was 
chosen for this year’s event - the fifth 
since it started in 2001 - after last 
year’s festival was cancelled because 
of the federal parliamentary elections. 

The rented venue, in the Dresden 
suburb of Pappritz, was about the size 
of three football pitches, the space 
filled by food and drinks stands, two 
stages, bouncy castles for the children 
and a large number of stalls touting all 
manner of nazi literature, CDs and 
T-shirts openly displaying racist and 
nazi slogans. 

As expected, the nazis imposed 
tight security. Members of the NPD’s 
security team escorted and 
supervised TV film crews, 
controlling everything from a large 
tent pitched near the fenced 
entrance. Parties of nazis from all 
over Germany were greeted from 
the platform, as they arrived, by 
Jens Pthse, a_ top-ranking 
officer of Deutsche Stimme. 


Veteran fascists were 
welcomed by name, with most 
applause during this 


embarrassing ceremony going 
to the so-called songwriter Frank 
Rennicke, the former Waffen-SS 
volunteer Herbert Schweiger and 
the former SS man Friedhelm 
Busse, former leader of the banned 
Free German Workers’ Party (FAP). 

As at the Deutsche Stimme events in 
the small Saxon towns of Miicka in 2004 
and Meerane in 2003, an army of nazi 
and far-right groups were hawking their 
magazines, CDs and leaflets. The NPD 
election candidate Rudiger Kahsner 
from Hagen dished out leaflets for the 
banned Rudolf Hess commemoration 
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International guests (left to right): Hans-Gerd Wiechmann, acting as a Spanish translator, another translator, Dimitris Zafiropoulos (Greece), a 
delegate from the Front National, Guillaume Faye and his translator Pierre Krebs 








demonstration right next to the 
information stand of Gerhard Frey’s 
Nationalzeitung. The Nordic Support 
Group, run by two German exiles in 
Oslo, nazis from the Lausitz area, and 
nazi women’s and youth groups such as 
the Heimattreue Deutsche Jugend gave 
away printed material and information 
about their work. 

Notorious fascist agitators such 
as Jurgen Rieger, the leading nazi 
lawyer and head of the pagan 
Artgemeinschaft, and Holger Apfel, 
leader of the NPD group in the Saxon 
regional parliament, bashed out their 
message of racial and antisemitic hate 
from the podium to wild applause. 
Schweiger's speech proclaimed a 
German-Russian alliance directed 


against the USA in order to rescue the 
“white world’. 

This bizarre notion and the presence 
of international guests - although it 
seems nobody from the British 
National Party was invited this year - 
was signalled by a short and very 
amateurish play in which three nazis 
dressed up as US soldiers beat up and 
tortured three other nazis kitted out as 
prisoners from Guantanamo Bay. 
After several excruciating minutes of 
what evidently passes for dramatic art 
in nazi circles, the crowd was treated to 
yet another absurd spectacle when a 
dozen nazis waving the flags of 
European countries trudged onto the 
stage, pushed the fake US soldiers 
aside and liberated the prisoners. 

This scene, meant to symbolise 
the future victory of a racist and 
nationalist Europe over the USA, gave 
the scruffy Hamburg nazi boss Thomas 
Wulff an opportunity to put on a 
virtuoso performance as the leader of 
this imaginary alliance. Wulff will win 
no Oscars, at least not without first 
having a wash. 

This ludicrous opening was followed 
by messages of solidarity from a 
delegate of the Front National in 
France, a Greek fascist called Dimitris 


Zafiropoulos and two representatives 
of the Spanish far right. Also on the 
platform were the French fascist 
Guillaume Faye and his translator 
Pierre Krebs. 

After the speeches came 
performances from several singers and 
White Power bands. Despite the fact 
that it is illegal to show nazi symbols 
such as the black sun and the figures 
“88” (which stand for Heil Hitler), 
hundreds could be seen all over the 
festival ground without attracting any 
attention from the police, although 
seven arrests were later reported. 

This year’s Deutsche Stimme festival 
was important not only because of the 
NPD’s campaign for regional elections 
in Berlin and Mecklenburg-West 
Pomerania in September 2006 but also 
because it provided an opportunity for 
the fascist movement to gather 
information, buy paraphernalia and 
create a strong community feeling. 

For the first time in the festival's 
history there was an_anti-fascist 
protest which attracted around 600 
people and caused some damage to 
the nazis’ cars and buses. The relative 
numbers illustrate the size of the 
task facing the anti-fascist movement 
in Germany. ~~ 


Nick Griffin, leader of the British National Party, 
was absent from the Dresden event but did 
attend a Nationalist Convention in Bayreuth in 
_July. Travelling with a group of key BNP activists 
led by Leeds councillor Chris Beverley, who is 
fluent in German, Griffin discussed the rise in 
electoral support for the BNP. _ 


_ Entering an internal NPD debate over its future 

direction, Griffin denounced the fetishism and 

old tactics of John. Tyndall, his predecessor as BNP leader, which he 

claimed had held the movement back. He was particularly scathing 

about demonstrations that clogged up city centres and attracted 
violence - a tactic widely adopted by the NPD. 











German style splits Swedish nazis 


Mikael Ekman and Daniel Olsson for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm explain 


SWEDISH NAZIS HAVE latched 
onto the war in Lebanon to assert the 
development of an autonomous nazi 
scene, structured along the lines of the so- 
called Free Nationalists and independent 
Kameradschaften in Germany. 

The Free Nationalists staged their 
first public demonstration in 
Gothenburg on 22 July when around 30 
activists marched in the city centre 
wearing Palestinian scarves and waving 
Palestinian flags. 

The march was the opening shot in a 
campaign by the nazi network and 
internet paper Info-14 in support of a 
boycott of Israel and in an attempt to 
lure antisemitic elements among anti- 
war campaigners. The more centrally 
organised Swedish nazis in the two 
biggest groups, the National Socialist 
Front (NSF) and the Swedish 
Resistance Movement (SMR), gave a 
hostile reception to the Gothenburg 
demonstration. 

Within 24 hours of the march, 
Magnus Séderman, one of the SMR’s 
leading  ideologists, launched a 
blistering attack on the Free 

Nationalists. “For some time” he 
declared “we have with 
increasing concern seen 

how some nationals more 

and more have adopted 

methods and attributes 
usually belonging to 
the so-called 
‘autonomous’ left 


capitalism and globalisation” 


This must be paid attention to and be 
fought and it must be done openly.” 
Two days later the NSF joined in the 
condemnation, saying: “In the national 
movement in Sweden, we have seen 
how some people have ... copied left- 
oriented groups’ symbolism and 
working methods”. 
The NSF's 
statement 
continued: “It is 
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and leading 
groups in the 
movement 
clearly explain 
that it is neither 
constructive nor 
acceptable behaviour to dress or act like 
the worst elements in our country”. 
The angry response from the NSF and 
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Gothenburg Free Nationalists with banner reading “Autonome activists. Together against 
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the SMR was hardly what Info-14 had 
wished. Rather than helping further to 
increase Info-14s influence on the nazi 
movement, it has been a setback. Info-14 
was forced to make a grovelling apology 
for the positive picture it had painted of 
the Gothenburg demonstration and even 
for its association with autonomous nazis. 

Info-14 has had to go to some lengths 
to separate itself from the autonomous 
nazis who, it now says, have merely fol- 
lowed a bad example set by their 
counterparts in Germany in copying the 
dress codes, logos and even banners of 
the left. Retreating still further, Info-14 
claims that the German autonomous 
nazis “have become outcasts” and wor- 
ries that Swedish activists could do 
likewise if they are attracted by what it 
brands “counterproductive phenomena’. 

What this latest crisis in a teacup has 
demonstrated is that the Swedish nazi 
scene is by no means as united as its 
tinpot fibrers like to pretend. A new bout 
of nasty factionalism can be expected the 
next time the Free Nationalists emerge 
into the daylight. <q 





Dutch right unprepared for 
elections 


With the general election in the Netherlands less than 
three months away, the numerous parties on the right 
of the political spectrum appear disorganised and 
ill-prepared. Despite that, argues Jeroen Bosch, 


they are likely to pick up seats 


NEW PARTIES, some of which have 
not even been formed, and old parties 
winding up appear to characterise the 
Dutch far right’s preparation for the 
forthcoming general election. 

Liveable Netherlands (LN), the 
political party that catapulted the late 
Pim Fortuyn into politics at the end of 
2001 and dramatically changed the 
Dutch political landscape, has reached 
the end of the road, announcing that it 
will not contest the parliamentary 
elections on 22 November. The LN 
entered parliament with two seats in 
2002 but lost both the following year. 
The move to cease activity is partly the 
result of a demand by the Internal Affairs 
Minister for repayment of overpaid state 
funding of €107,096 (474,000). Other 
creditors are also chasing LN, among 
them the City of Hilversum which 
rented out the hall where Fortuyn made 
his maiden speech after his election as 
spokesman for the party. 

The November ballot has come too 
early for some new _ rightwing 
challengers. Marco Pastors, the would- 
be successor to Pim Fortuyn, who could 
win up to 10 seats in parliament, still 
has no party organisation and 
candidates, or even a party name. He 
will however probably bring into his 
group Joost Eerdmans, the Fortuynist 
parliamentarian, and the leaders of 
Liveable Rotterdam (LR) Marianne van 
den Anker, who is a former LR 
councillor, and Ronald Sorensen. 
Pastors and his allies need to 
register as a party by the end of 
August and file their 
candidatures in the country’s 
19 electoral districts by 10 
October. 

The List Pim Fortuyn (LPF), 
Fortuyn’s former party, is 
pondering whether to change its 
name to simply “Fortuyn” in a bid to 


Geert Wilder 
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FACT FILE 


THERE ARE 150 directly elected 
seats in the Dutch lower house. 

In the last elections in January 
2003 the List Pim Fortuyn, led by 
Mat Herben, got 549,975 votes 
(5.7%) and eight seats. 

The Dutch elections are con- 
tested under a _ system of 
proportional representation 


using the d’Hondt system, under 
which people vote for the party 


rather than individual candi- 
dates. This is the same method as 
used in the UK in the European 
elections and results in the num- 
ber of seats obtained by a party 
in each electoral district being 
approximately proportional to 
the number of the party’s votes. 


prevent its own disappearance. Hilbrand 
Nawijn, a former LPF minister and 
friend of Philip Dewinter, leader of the 
fascist Vlaams Belang, has refused to lead 
the LPF list but has yet to come up with 
his own party. 

Geert Wilder, a former member of 
the rightwing liberal People’s Party for 
Freedom and Democracy (VVD), 
hopes to win 20 seats. Wilder, who 
stands for tighter immigration controls 
amid a general rightwing populist 
agenda, is still building his party and has 
so far not announced any candidates. 

The racist outfit Nieuw Rechts 

also says it will have a shot at 
winning a parliamentary seat, 
no doubt in an attempt to 
give its leader Michiel Smit a 
job, but cannot afford to 

stand in all constituencies. 

. The nazi Dutch People’s 
Union (NVU) might use the 
ClECHON SiementOmenctag cummed 
demonstration but will fare 


miserably in the ballot 
| itself. ~ 


HOOLIGANS 


A-Zof Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city inthe 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the definitive 
account of British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to 
the leaders, from policing to those 
whose lives were ruined by soccer 
violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans A-Land 
Hooligans M-Z are 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
@ Chart theinfluence 
fascist groups have had on 
hooligan gangs 
Hi Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
ELerlinidetatiger lite ls 
Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This anda whole lot moreis 
contained in Hooligans 
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Five years after 9-11 the war against terror falters 


By Leonard Zeskind, for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


IF THERE IS ONE THING that 
might be said about the United States 
five years after 9-11, it is that it 
increasingly looks like the country it was 
on 10 September 2001. The brief 
moment of international goodwill and 
domestic solidarity has _ largely 
evaporated. Now, a majority of 
Americans know that people in the 
rest of the world dont like them. 
And Americans are sharply divided 
themselves; as the lines of religion, race, 
class and political persuasion define 
where they live and whom they talk to — 
and whom they don't talk to. While the 
deaths and the horror of that day remain 
a hole in their breast, the administration’s 
lies about Iraq and racist mishandling of 
Hurricane Katrina have grown into a raw 
scar tissue where their heart used to be. 
And a growing number think the whole 
9-11 thing was a fraud. 

They call themselves the “911 Truth” 
movement in a bevy of internet 
postings, book publications and films. 
And on 11 September, as this magazine 
reaches you, they will stage events in 
cities from San Francisco to London 
and question the official story told 
about that day. They might claim that 
government agents knew about terrorist 
plans to fly airplanes into the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon but did 
nothing about it. They might tell you 
about a man working inside the WTC 
who heard and felt an explosion inside 
the building before the first plane hit. 
And a few will spew outrageously 
antisemitic nonsense about how no Jews 
came to work and died that day. They 
will ask, “Was 9-11 an inside job?” They 
will declare President Bush a traitor 
who routinely lies to the American 
public in order to pursue his own 
foreign policy objectives. And while 
they draw some sustenance from 
rightwing conspiracy buffs, the 
majority of these 911 Truth 
advocates claim to belong to the 
progressive or left end of the 
political spectrum. They are 
opposed to war, support gay 
rights and work for the 


environment. About one third 





of the populace quietly holds similar 
views, but they have very little impact 
outside their own ranks. The one 
public official most associated with 
these ideas, Congresswoman Cynthia 
McKinney, an African American from 
the Atlanta area, recently lost her 
Democratic Party primary race to a less 
controversial figure. 

That’s not to say everybody else 
believes George W. Bush. Immediately 
after the 9-11 attacks, the American 
people rallied behind their president, 
giving him record-breaking levels of 
support. Five years later, only 37% think 
he is doing a good job. A solid 55% 
believe the war in Iraq is not going well, 
according to a poll conducted by the Pew 
Center. Most notably, a remarkable 
resurgence in isolationist sentiment 
defies the conventions of military 
intervention abroad; 42% agree with the 
statement that the United States should 
“mind its own business internationally 
and let other countries get along the best 
they can on their own”. The War Against 
Terrorism may be playing well in the 
ideological hothouses along the Potomac 
River, but in the rest of the country 
very few people pay it much attention. 
Even after the August terrorist arrests in 
the UK, only 2% of the electorate wants 
politicians to talk about terrorism. 
Almost five times that number want to 
hear about immigration reform. 

If there is one piece of the war against 
terror that seems to have found an echo 
in a sector of the population, it is 
expressed as a rationale used by anti- 
immigrant groups, as they contend that 
foreign terrorists are sneaking into the 
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USA disguised as day labourers and 
domestic workers. But even that thin 
tissue of lies has not convinced 
anybody. The anti-immigrant move- 
ment opposes dark-skinned Spanish 
speakers because they don’t want them 
living next door. 

Twenty-two years ago Hollywood 
made a commercially successful film 
called “Red Dawn”. The storyline was a 
product of its times: A Soviet-Cuban 
invasion is launched from Mexico and 
communist troops come across that 
border and occupy the American 
heartland. A small band of intrepid high 
schoolers hide in the woods and launch 
a guerrilla war of resistance. The film's 
message was: keep your guns oiled and 
your ammunition dry because you never 
know when you might need them. 
And the theme found a_ resonance 
because of the Cold War, which then 
dominated every aspect of American life. 

President Bush has attempted to turn 
his “war against terrorism” into precisely 
that kind of hegemonic force; one that 
would define not just how we pass 
through security at the airport, but how 
we should think about civil liberties. 
Not just how we hurt for the victims of 
9-11, but how we should ignore the 
victims and senseless damage done in 
Iraq. This over-reaching has backfired, 
and done much to discredit the whole 
notion of a war against terror. 

The final act in this drama may come 
this November when Americans vote in 
Congressional elections. If the 
Republicans lose their majority in the 
House of Representatives and Democrats 
replace them, look for increased pressure 
to pull American troops out of Iraq. 
If Republicans hold on to power, it will 
be because anti-immigrant Christian 
nationalists had the votes. Either way, 
the people of the United States will 
be as sharply divided among 
themselves as they were before 11 
September 2001. ~= 


@ A _ collection of Leonard 
Zeskind's Stateside articles can 
be found on www.searchlight- 
magazine.com 
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Searchlight is Britain's only month anti- 
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of renewed media interest in cricket. 
But they represent merely the avant-garde of 
an emerging generation of British-born 
Asian cricketers entering the first-class game. 

In late July 18-year-old Adil Rashid became 
the second Yorkshire-born Asian to play for 
his county. He starred in a match against 
Warwickshire, taking six for 67 in the visitors’ 
second innings. 

Rashid told journalists that his ambition is 
to play for England and that he would like to 
be a role model for the Asian community. 
“My family are originally from Pakistan and | 








would definitely like to inspire more interest 
in Yorkshire cricket among Asians,’ The 
Observer reported him saying. 

Rashid is a product of the Yorkshire 
cricketing academy, which has made 
great strides in recent years to rectify its 
previous failure to attract young people of 
Asian heritage. 

Accusations of racism have long been 
levelled at Yorkshire Cricket Club but many 
people believe the bad days are finally over. 
Indeed there are up to seven more young 
cricketers of Asian descent on the fringes of 


the first team. 

Yorkshire Cricket Club 
active in the community. 
is Street Cricket, which 
increasing number of white, 
youths from deprived areas 
train at prestigious facilitie 
Yorkshire Academy. 

A joint initiative of the — 
Board and the Home Of 
Street Cricket sessions help 
right across the county. Mi 
teenagers have already pas: 





